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FOREIGN ARLICLES. 
LATEST FROM EUROPE. 

The packet ship Garrick has arrived at New York, 
bringing London dates tothe 13th ult. and Liver- 
pool to the 14th. By the Burgundy, Havre dates 





We regret to learn that the slave trade on the 
coast of Alrica is carried on as brisk as ever in spite 
of the untiring vigilance of the British cruisers; and 
it is still more painful to know that the parties en- 
gaged in the traffic are American citizens, and their 


¢ | Vessels built in this country. 


We are informed that the schooner My Boy, Har- 
vey, master, of N. Orleans, was seized in September 
last, at British Accia, by H. B. M. brig Lynx, lient. 
Broadhead, and taken to Sierra Leone, where she 
was duly condemned asa slaver, and the captain 
dethined: a prisoner. However, on the 16th Novem- 
ber, the Saluda spoke the Lynx, and was boarded by 
lieut. Broadhead, who informed captain Waters, that 
the captain of the My Boy was then on board, and 
would be conveyed to Monrovia for delivery into 
the custody of the United States agent at that place. 

Lieut. Broadhead also stated that there was a 
great number of Ainerican vessels on the coast for 
slaves, and that he knew of three lying in a Jiver 
waiting a chance to take slaves on board. 

From the Ist of November to the time when the 
Saluda sailed frow Sierra Leone, there had been 
twenty vessels under Portuguese, Spanish and Bra- 
zilian colors, brouglit in by the British cruisers, and 
condemned. 

Capt. Waters informs that several of the com- 
manders of the British armed vessels told him that 


of the 16th and Paris of 15th were also received. % they had received strict orders from their govern- 


They contain no news of any moment, but a de 
cline in cotton. We give below an abstract from 
the contents of the evening edition of the Jourual of 
Commerce. 

Cotton 1s a little lower, but in other respects the 
news is favorable. 

U.S. bank shares were quoted by the London 
Sun, December 13th, at £18. Our Manchester 
correspondent says £ 13 5s. 

The Frenchin Africa were hard pressed by Abdel- 
Kader, and had mostly retired into Algiers, where 
they expected to be attacked by 25,000 Arabs. The 
French would, however, soon receive reinforce- 
ments which would enable them to assume the of- 
fensive. ‘The camps had been abandoned by the 
French troops, only afew fortified positions being 
maintained. ‘The farum houses on the piain had ail 
been destroyed by the Arabs. 

A repeal or revision of the corn laws will, it is 
said, be advocated by the ministers. A fixed duty 
of 10s. will it is thought be fixed upon. 

The queen of Spain has dismissed all her mi- 
nisters aud appointed others more liberally dispos- 
ed towards England and her claim. 

The bonds of the Bank of the United States, is- 
sued in consequence of the new loan of £500,000, 
are made payable at the banking houses of the 
Messrs. Rothschild in London and Paris. They 
bear an interest of 6 per cent. per annum, and are 
vayable one-half in October 1841, and the other in 
October, 1542. The subscription price is 92 per 
cent. payable 22 per ceut. on subscription, 35 per 
cent. on the 15th January, and 35 per cent. on the 
12th of February. It is stated that portion allotted 
to France will be readily taken there, and will tend 
to improve the exchanges. 

The king of Denmark is dead, 

The French journals assert that the new war in 
Algiers has been excited by the jealousy of Eng- 
land. The English ministerial paper, the Chyonicle 
retorts by saying, ‘that their Airican colonization 
excites not our jealousy, but our compassion.” 

Some new arrests of persons said to be implicat- 
ed in the affair of the infernal machine, had been 
made in Paris. 

There had been a disastrous gale in the Mediter- 
ranean. At Barcelona several vessels of war and 
Others broke from their moorings, causing much 
confusion, but no lives were lost. Thirty-two 
Spanish vessels, a Swedish brig and British schoon- 
sd were lost on the coast of Tarragona during the 
gale. 

Cabrera, the Carlist chief, has written a letter de. 
nying that he had entered into any negotiation for 
the suspension of hostilities. 

. AFRICA. 

By the arrival yesterday of the packet ship Salu- 
da, capt. Waters, from Monrovia, whence she sailed 
on the 14th November, we learn that the health of 
the colony was good at the time of her departure.—- 
The Saluda brings home a cargo of cam wood, palin 


oil, ivory, ke. 
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ment not to interfere with American vessels, unless 
there was positive proof that slaves were on board, 
or the vessels were in British waters, as was the 
case of the My Boy, where the right of search was 
exercised. ‘This caution was used in order to avoid 
all ground of collision with the United States. 

The colony is represented to be in a flourishing 
condition. 

On learning the state of things on the coast of 
Africa, the question forcibly suggests itself, why 
have not the United States a half dozen smart clip- 
pers to suppress the unlawful traffic, in which the 
vessels of this country areengaged? It is true that 
one U.S. vessel has lately sailed for Africa, but the 
nature of the traffic demands a squadron of light 
craft. Itis questionable whether a single vessel 
will not promote the views of the brigands, as she 
inay be regularly dogged by one of the pirate clip- 
pers, while the others are engaged in loading with 
slaves. 

We have been politely furnished with files of the 
Liberia Herald, and of Africa’s Luminary, the con- 
tents of which bespeak a thriving and religious coin- 
inunity. It would be impossible to tell from a peru- 
sal of the papers that they were issued by a colored 
population. The records of the marriages and deaths 
are like ours, and the title of honorable, which, by 
the way, ought to have been dropped long ago here, 
is used by the colonists. 

Our Methodist friends will perceive that the cen- 
tennial celebration of their church was duly observ- 
ed in Liberia. What a tribute to the genius of Wes- 
ley, that the great event of his life should be honored 
in every section of the globe, by men ofall colors 
and alinost of every tongue! 

[ Norfolk Beacon, Jan. 16. 
CANTON. 

Latest from Canton. The editors of the Journal 
of Commerce have been favored with the following 
letter, dated 

Canton, August 8, 1839. 

The Robert Fulton is loading for New York, and 
will get away about the Ist of Sept. and no other 
vessel is likely to leave for two months. American 
tonnage isscarce. ‘Teas and silks are quiet at pre- 
sent, and promise to be cheaper, if the British mer- 
chants continue at Macao and do not trade. The 
British superintendent is determined to kick up a 
row if he can, but as he cannot do much without a 
force from England, some months must intervene. I 
expect Enyland will pocket the loss of the opium, 
and endeavor to arrange matters peaceably. With a 
powerful force a treaty could be easily obtained with 
the emperor. Capt. Elliot has involved his govern- 
nent to the extent of three millions sterling, since 
the 23d of March. He made a great mistake in 
quitting Canton in my opinion, and his proceedings 
wili hardly be sustained by his government. It is 
however high time for the western nations to come 
to a fair understanding with the emperor of China, 
and the present time is most favorable to gain the 








point. Our government, I hope, will not be Back- 
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ward in sending a naval force to negotiate at the 

same time with the English for a treaty of com- 

merce. The opium trade is annihilated at one blow, 

aud great ruin bas fallen upon speculators in India. 
SOUTH AMERICA. 

From Rio Janeiro. By the brig Leander, which 
arrived here yesterday, in the remarkably short pas- 
sage of forty-two days from Rio Janeiro, we learn 
the following particulars of the state of things in the 
Brazils: 

In Rio Grande, the rebels had been ‘repeatedly 
beaten by the imperial troops, and it was thought 
they would soon be forced to submit. 

In the northern, or cotton growing provinces, or- 
der was about to be restored. The city of Canais 
had been retaken from the rebels. 

The occupation é{ Oyapocko by the French, had 
made quite a sensation at the court of Janeiro, and 
it was said the imperial government was determined 
to resist such an usurpation of the Brazilian territory. 

The inteiligence by the brig Leander reaches to 
the 6th November. 

Montevideo dates to the 3ist of October have 
been received via Havana. The United States fri- 
gate Independence had just arrived from Rio, hav- 
ing the small-pox on board. The sloop of war Fair- 
field was to sail the next day for Buenos Ayres. 

[ Louisiana Courier, Dec. 27. 

Republic of Ecuador. Mr. Pickett, American 
charge d’affaires near the Peru Bolivian confedera- 
tion, addressed a note to the minister of foreign af- 
fairs of the republic of Ecuador, claiming for the 
United States the same favors and privileges which 
were granted to Spanish American States. In re- 
ply to this note the congress enacted the following: 

1. That all the Spanish American republics may 
obtain greater fuvors und privileges than those ac- 
corded to European nations. 

2. The United States of North America shall be 
considered asa sister republic, with option of the 
same favor and privileges, that may be granted to 
Spanish American republics. 

8. The measure of these favors, shall be at the 
pleasure of the state. 

4. To no nation shall privileges be granted as the 
most favored nation. 

5. The term, most favored nation, shall be ex- 
cluded from all treaties with this republic. 

MEXICO. 
yr The brig Francis Ashby, which left Vera Cruz 
on the 22d December, arrived yesterday morning. 
She is the first vessel from that port in two months. 

The news received is not of a very satisfactory 
character. General dissatisfaction seems to prevail 
against the present government, in consequence of 
arbitrary measures which it thought fit to adopt in 
order to create supplies for a new expedition against 
‘Texas—that of exacting a duty of 15 percent. on all 
foreign goods de internaciori. 

The result of this act, to which a great number of 
the inembers of congress are opposed, has been the 
complete prostration of the commerce of Vera Cruz. 

The Courier of yesterday announces, under the 
pledge of a respectable merchant arrived from Vera 
Cruz, on board the F. A. that congress had passed 
another bill to estatlish a tax of one. real (twelve 
cents and a half) on all the inhabitants no matter of 
what age or sex. 

This state of things will of necessity produce the 
overthrow of the central government and the re-es- 
tablishinent of the federal system. We see from 
this moment the triumph of the Norte Mexicanna 
revolution secured. 

A conducta of $600,000 arrived at Vera Cruz a 
few days previous to the departure of the Francis 
Ashby. 

The Courier says, “‘we know from another source 
that the French who have lately arrived in Mexico 
have been very illtreated by the inhabitants and 
that many of thein are preparing to leave the coun- 
try.” 

Tn another article under the head of Texas and 
Mexico, we have stated from verbal information that 
Vera Cruz had declared in favor of federalism. This 
news appears to be vat tee Dobos Bee ose of 
the Ashby nothing of the kind had taken place. 

, , N. O Loui Sabiads 

The affairs of Mexico are drawing to a crisis.— 
She is convulsed with internal disorder. Bustamente 
is in prison—Santa Ana is ill with the dysentery, 
The Vera Cruz papers acknuwledge that “iheir ex. 
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chequer is drained, the national honor is tarnished, 
and even the existence of the republic is threaten- 
ed.” The Texians and federalists seem to be car- 
rying every thing before thei, and England will re- 
gret a departure from her usual course of policy in 
not acknowledging the independence of Texas.— 
She may find it necessary to acknowledge that in- 
dependence, in connection with that of all Mexico. 
TEXAS. 

~ By the Neptune steain packet files of the 28th are 
received at New 2 serep from Galveston. ot — 
important piece lligence is the passage throug 
bith: bendishan at dadigvess of gen. Hamilton's loan 
bill. It was adopted with all the modifications sug- 

ested by general H. in the house of representatives 

y a vote of 29 to 8, and in the senate by a vote of 9 
to 2. We learn further that the sanction of the pre- 
sident had been received. 

. The utmost good feeling, harmony and decorum 
prevailed in the congress of the young republic, 
during the discussion of this important bill. The 
members seem solely actuated by a desire to pro- 
note by the most available and honorable means, 
the public credit, the safety and honor of the coun- 
try. 

President Lamar’s administration is considered 
decidedly popular. 

‘The Neptune had been detained two days at Gal- 
veston awaiting gen. Hamilton’s return from Aus- 
tin, that his. despatches might be forwarded to En- 
gland by the packet of the 10th from New York.— 
Gen. H. came passenger in the Neptune. 

The sales of Galveston lots went off with much 
success. 

Col. Ross’ name has been stricken from the rolls 
of the army, and dissatisfaction is expressed by con- 
gress at his invading the Mexican territory. His 
troops have been erased from the pay list. 

The estimated expenses for the year 1839, accord- 
ing to the treasurer’s budget is $1,947,657; and that 
the receipts should be 

From customs, $400,000 

Direct taxes and land, 500,000 

Sales of lots in Austin and Calhoun, 1,300,000 

These latter estimates are thought by far too high. 
The Neptune brought 1,700 letters! 

The government are determined to pursue a con- 
ciliatory peaceful course of moderation even towaris 
Mexico, of whose weakness she might have taken 
occasion during the French blockade, and will not 
do so now. 

President Lamar, under date of Dec. 21, issued a 
yroclamation warning all citizens from crossing the 

ine of Mexico, as prescribed by the congress in 
1336, and all who invade that country before hostili- 
ties are officially announced to be renewed are to 

forfeit their claims on Texas. The pacific line of 

olicy for Texas, considering her position and the 
infancy of the republic, and the necessity of her 
strengthening her relations abroad, may be the true 
one. 

The New York arrived yesterday from Galveston. 
No mail had arrived from Austin since the departure 
of the Neptune. Great irregularity exists in the 
Texian post pffice. 

The thermometer on the second was down to 
freezing point, the same as in this city. The late 
blast, we doubt not extended to Havana. 

The Galvestonian newspaper comes to us improv- 
ed in appearance and editorial matter. The papers 
of our neighbor are generally well conducted. 

Forty-seven buildings are going up in Galvegton. 

Two companies of soldiers have left Galveston for 
the interior, under command of captain Wright. 

A great $300 race was to come off at Galveston 
yesterday. 


‘The new long wharf is done and ready for vessels. 


By the last arrivals from Texes we see that a pro- 
osition was before congress to adopt the common 
law of England, and it was thought it would pass. 


NATIONAL AFFAIRS. 

Appointments by the president, by and with the ad- 
vice and consent .of the senate. Joseph A. S. Ack- 
lin, to be attorney of the United States for the 
northern and middle districts of Alabaina, in the 
place of Jeremiah Clemens, elected to the legisla- 
ture of that state. 

George W. Churchill, to be attorney of the U. 
States for the district of East Tennessee. 

Coast survey. The superintendent of the survey 
of the coast of the United States, F. R. Hassler, 
esq. has made his eighth annual report to the secre- 
tary of the treasury. The survey is based upon a 
system of triangulation, main and secondary, and 
was begun in the neighborhood of New York 
sound, as a central part of the country, presenting 
the greatest facility and best prospects for large 
triangles to serye as fonndations of the work, and 
produce the greatest quantity of data for that pur- 
pose in the shortest time. The report gives a 
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jsuccinct account of the various examinations hi- 
therto made, and announces that the survey of the 
whole of the country from the New Jersey shore 
of the Raritan bay, Sanay Hook and Shrewsbury, 
to the waters of the eastern states, is completed in 
topography and hydrography, grounded. upon and 
included in a great nomber of triangles, which 
themselves are based upon the main triangulation. 
Views for the guidance of the navigator approach- 
ing the shore, have been made on the whole extent 
of the outside coast of Long Island; these are of 
two kinds, the one guidimg, the other warning. 
The first are aspects of the shore from the most 
points of achannel or entrance of a port, by which 
the seamen is guided in his proper course in ap- 
proaching; the second kinds are views taken from 
rocks, shoals, or other dangerous places in the ap- 
proaches of the shore which the views given shall 
warn him to avoid. 

The views of every light house have been taken 
double;—first, from the. habitual ship channel at a 
distance; and second, from the proximity where 
the light house becomes entirely visible. The 
-south shores of Long Island being well known as a 
\dangerous coast, special direction was given to 
|draw views from the habitual ship channel outside, 
‘at every short interval, by which the approaching 
seamen may reconnoitre the port to which he is 
near, and gnide himself in his course by the views 
which he is thus shown that he will meet in suc- 
cession in his intended course. , 

The secondary triangulation has been extended 
over New Jersey between the Raritan bay, the 
Delaware and the sea shore, and has been continued 
so far southerly as to lay out triangles for future 
extension westerly to joir the head of the Chesa- 
peake, including the northern monuments of Ma- 
son’s and Dixon's line. It is stated that this line 
has been applied to conclude upon the length of a 
degree of the meridian in that latitude, and that the 
result has been used in former times by European 
mathematicians in their comparisons with the other 
measurements of degrees in different parts of the 
world, but that unsatisfactory results have always 
followed. It is now proposed in the course of the 
survey to verify the meridional distance by means 
of the triangulation, either by the former or hy new 
astronomical observations. 

The place of Cape Henlopen light house will 
form a point of the main triangulation to bind up 
and compare with all accuracy the results of the 
latitude and longitude determinations made there, 
on the occasion of the passage of venus over the 
sunin 1769. 

The results of the whole work, in triangulation, 
topography and hydrography, as far as obtained at 
the end of the last year were collected last spring 
into one mass, upon the scale of 1,100,000ths; every 
seperate sheet is numbered and its limits marked, 
so that any execution of maps within the limits of 
the work can be guided by this preliminary regis- 
ter of the work. The same system is to be con- 
tinued. ‘The corps of assistants are employed dur- 
ing the winter upon calculations, every calculation 
being made three-fold, and also upon the reduction 
of some of the works to ultimate maps. 

The balance of money remaining from the last 
appropriation will be sufficient to make ready for 
final execution, for drawing, &c. the whole exteat 
of the coast and country adjacent, from the New 
Jersey shore to the end vf Rhode Island shore. 
This part of the coast, forming in some measurea 
whole work by itself, and containing about three 
thousand square miles, will be executed upon two 
different scales, for the ditferent purposes they must 
naturally serve in future. A supply of the best 
quality of large drawing paper appropriate to the 
work, from the manufactory of Aunonney, has re- 
cently arrived at New York. With the view to 
prepare for engraving maps, copper plates have 
been ordered in Vienna, from Hungarian copper, 
on account of its best quality; these are expectec 
to arrive ina few months. It is thought that one 
hundred thousand dollars should be appropriated 
by congress at the present session, as it will be 
necessary to begin incurring special and new ex- 
penses, for the arrangements required for executing 
final drawings and beginning to engrave. 

We may venture to believe from the style of this 
report,and the careful, minute and scientific ex- 
amination which it denotes, that this survey, when 
finished, will be the most thorough, complete and 
masterly work of the kind ever accomplished, 
The government may be considered fortunate in 
having foundso able a man as Mr. Hassler to con- 
duct the undertaking. [ Bult, Amer. 

Outrages upon the Arkansas frontier. We copy 
the following from the Little Rock Times of the 
23d ult: On Saturday last major E. Rector arrived 
at this place with five prisoners from the Cherokee 











nation—three Indians anc two white men, who are 


ead 


all safely lodged in jail. Contrary to what has 
been generally supposed here, these men were not 
taken on the charge of being contetned in the 
murders of the Ridges and Boudinot, but for other 
crimes. An Indian named Terrill, and two white 
men named Shrum and Newman, were taken bya 
command under lieut. Northrop, of the dragoons 

for unmercifully beating and leaving for dead, a 
teamster named Ballard, because, as they said, he 
worked cheaper than they would. Jack Terrill, a 
brother of the one taken, and principal in the affair, 
made his escape; but it is believed -he will be ta. 
ken.. After they had whipped Ballard, taken his 
pistol and knife, and left him for dead, Jack, in 
order to make sureof their victim, returned and 
stamped upon his head. Ballard however recover. 
ed. The same party also attacked and dangerously 
stabbed a son of colonel Whinnery, of Washing. 
ton county, and threw a Missouri hog driver into a 
fire and shockingly burned hi Jack Nicholson 
was taken by a command undef lieut. Porter of the 
infantry, for some time since whipping and cutting 
of the ear of a man named Laxton. He is the 
man whoin John Richardson on the gallows, de- 
clared to be concerned in the murder of the Wright 
family. George Waters was indicted last summer, 
with others, for the murder of a white man in the 
nation, He has been considered a desperate cha- 
racter, and bid defiance to any attempt to take him; 
but major Rector, with three chosen men in the 
most daring manner, succeeded in capturing him. 
Leonard Rahdolph, also concerned in the same 
murder, is now in Texas, near Jonesborough, of 
which fact major Rector has apprised the com- 
manding officer at Fort Towson, so that he will 
probably be taken. 

We regret to learn that lieut. Northrop, who is 
said to be a brave officer, and deserving of much 
praise, received a severe wound by the accidental 
discharge of his own pistol, while attempting to 
ake a man named Drew. The ball lodged in his 
leg, near the knee, and it is feared that he will lose 
either his leg or his life. 

Major Rector assures us that gen. Arbuckle is 
determined, at all hazards,to scour the country, 
and bring to justice all offenders on the frontier and 
in the nation;and that his zeal and perseverance 
entitle him to much credit. 

Northeastern boundary. The message of gover- 
nor Fairfield to the legislature of Maine, delivered 
on Friday, January 3d, communicates the follow- 
ing facts in relation to the disputed territory: 

«The views which I have presented in this com- 
munication upon the subject of the boundary were 
those entertained independently of what is now an 
ascertained fact, to wit: that our territory is actu- 
ally invaded, and, of course, are to be modified by 
that circumstance. Official information of that 
fact was received by me a few days since, while on 
my way to this place, in a reply of the lieutenant 
governor of the province of New Brunswick toa 
letter of inquiry addressed to him by myself in re- 
lation to this subject. It is admitted that one or 
two. companies of British troops have been stationed 
at Temiscouata lake, but it 1s atleged by the lieu- 
tenant governor to have been done, not by his own 
orders, but by the authorities of Lower Canada.— 
This movement 1 cannot but regard, under what- 
ever branch of British authority, or on whatever 
roam it may have been made, not only as a vio- 

ation of the spirit of the arrangement agreed upon 
in March last, but as clearly an invasion of our ter- 
ritory. Under these circumstances, I deemed it to 
be my daty immediately to communicate the facts 
to the president of the United States, with otker, 
though less official, information received of the 
building of barracks by the British government on 
both sides of the St. John’s, near the mouth of 
Madawaska river, which | did, calling officially for 
that action on the part of the general government 
which the case required and the constitution and 
laws of the United States clearly enjoined. A 
copy of the communication to the president, and of 
the correspondence between the lieutenant governor 
of New Brunswick and myself, is herewith laid be- 
fore you.” 

The following are the documents referred to: 

Executive department, Saco, December 12, 1839. 

Sir: Having.seen in the public prints, extracts 
from some of the provincial papers, stating that 
two regiments of Britis troops had been stationed 
at Temiscouata lake, in the disputed territory, I 
have been induced to inquire of your excellency 
whether there be any foundation for these reports. 
A movement so clearly in violation of the agree- 
ment entered into through the mediation of general 
Scott, I shall not permit myself to believe your 
exceliency would make, without stronger evidence 
than a newspaper paragraph. 

The extreme sensitiveness of the public mind 
upon this subject, I trust your excellency will per- 
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ceive, affords additional reasons for an early gxpla-| 
nation, 
"7 have the nonce to be, with high respect, your 
lency’s obedient servant, 

ont JUHN FAIRFIELD, 

: Governor of Maine. 

is excellency, maj. gen. sir John Harvey, _ 

4 Lieut ie. revince of New Brunswick. 
Government house, Fredericton,( N. B.) Dec. 19, 1839. 

‘$1r: I have the honor to acknowledge the re- 
ceipt, this day, of your excelleacy’s letter of the 
12th instant. 

Whatever movements of troops may have taken 
lace on the side of Lower Canada, have been nade 
y authority superior to mine; but I apprehend they 
have consisted, not of two regiments, but of one or 
two companies, [as small a detachment as can well 
be made to so great a distance, consistently with 
the maintenance of a due degree of discipline], for 
the protection of certain buildings which have been 
constructed for the better accommodation of her 
majesty’s troops on their march between the lower 
and upper provinces, and of the provisions, stores, 
and other public property therein deposited. 


‘A copy of your excellency’s letter shall be trans- | $3 


mitted by me to the authorities in Canada, who, I 
can assure your excellency, are as anxious as I am 
that the spirit as well as the letter of the agreement 
entered into between your excelleucy and myself, 
under the mediation of general Scott, in March 
last, should be scrupulously observed on our part. 

{ have the honor, to be, with high respect, your 

excellency’s most obedient humble servant, 
J. HARVEY, 
M. gen. lieut. gov. N. Brunswick. 
His excel. gov. Fairfield, Saco, state of Maine. 
Executive department, Angusta, Dec. 23, 1839. 

Srr: It having been reported to me that a large 
number of British troops had been stationed at 
Temiscouata lake, in the disputed territory, and 
seeing extracts from the provincial papers confirma- 
tory of these reports, | deemed it proper to apply 
directly to the lieutenant governor of the province 
of New Brunswick, which I did by letter of the 
12th instant, to ascertain whether these reports 
were well founded or not. His answer, under 
date of December 19, I received yesterday, while 
on my way tothis place. My letter and the reply 
are both herewith enclosed. it will be perceived 
that two companies of British troops have actually 
been marched into the disputed territory, and sta- 
tioned at Temiscouata lake, where, it is well 
known, extensive barracks had been previously 
erected. This is clearly a violation of the spirit 
of the arrangement entered into between the lieu- 
tenant governor of New Brunswick and myself, in 
March Fast, though the orders have been issued by 
the governor of Lower Canada, I submit, also, 
whether the contingency contemplated by the act 
of congress of March 3, 1839, has not occurred: 
whether the facts do not clearly show an invasion 
of the state of Maine, which the executive govern- 
ment of the United States, under the directions of 
the act aforesaid, as well as under the obligations 
of the constitution, is bound to repel. 

I may add that I am well informed that the 
British government is also erecting barracks upon 
both sides of the St. John’s, near the mouth of the 
Madawaska river, and that troops are concentrating 
at Grand Falls. Under all these circumstances, I 
deem it to be my duty to call upon the government 
of the United States for that protection of this state 
froin invasion guarantied to her in the constitution. 

With the highest respect, I am, sir, your most 
obedient servant, JOHN FAIRFIELD, 

Governor of Maine. 
His excellency M, Van Buren, president of the U. 8S. 
ARMY. 

On superannuating army officers. Official report 
from the secretary of War, in compliance with a 
resolution of the senate, on the subject of permit- 
ting officers of the army to retire on half pay.— 
In senate—January 8, 1840. a 

War depariment, January 7, 1840. 

Srr: In reply to the resolution of the senate of 
the 27th ultimo, asking, first, “*what would be the 
effect upon the military service of the country of a 
regulation by which all officers of the army, on ar- 
riving at sixty years of age, should be permitted to 
retire from the service upon half pay,” and, second, 
“what would be the probable annual charge upon 
the treasury by such a regulation,” I have the 
honor to submit the accompanying report by the 
commanding general, and venture to hope that the 
Importance of the subject will be deemed a suffi- 
client apology for his presenting at the same time a 
plan calculated to provide for disabled officers and 
to render the service more efficient. 

Very respectfully, your most obedient servant, 

J. R. POINSETT. 





Hon. R. M. Johnson, president of the senate. 


- 


Head Quarters of the-army, 
Washington city, January, 4, 1840. 

Srr: In conformity with your directions, I have 
considered the two queries contained in the resolu- 
tion of the senate of the 27th of December, 1839, 
viz. Ist. *‘What would be the effect upon the mill- 
tary service of the country of a regulation by which 
all officers of the army, on arriving at sixty years 
of age, should be permitted to retire from service 
on half pay?” 2d. “What would be the probable 
annual charge upon the treasury of such a regula- 
tion?””? And I have the honor to report that, upon 
an examination of the probable ages of the officers, 
there does not appear to be in the whole army more 
than eight who have arrived at. the age of sixty, 
and few, if any of them, would be willing to retire 
on half pay, because the half pay would be too 
small to attord them a decent subsistence. The 
highest half pay would not probably exceed thirty- 
seven and a half dollars, a month, and the lowest 
twenty-five; Lut let it be supposed that four, or 
one half of hem, should retire on the half-pay list, 
say two colonels and two lieutenant colonels, the 
expense a year for the two colonels wold be, at 
7 50 a month each, $900 00 
For the two lieutenant colonels, at $30 a 

month each, 720 00 

Total expense a year $1,620 00 

Of the officers above sixty years of age, there 
are many of them hearty, hale and effective men, 
capable of rendering good service, and are now ac- 
tively and usefully employed. 

As it is presumed that the object of the resolu- 
tion is to allow officers who may conceive them- 
selves unfit for the active duties of the profession 
to retire, and make room for others more efficient 
in physical power, and at the same time to pro- 
vide for such officers above sixty years of age as 
may be willing to retire, I would respectfully beg 
leave to suggest a plan of a more extended nature, 
and on amore liberal scale of compensation, free 
from any expense or burden to the government, 
which, besides having the advantage of economy, 
would render the corps of officers quite effective, 
and consequently improve greatly the condition of 
the whole service. 

My plan is this: Let every officer who, from age, 
wounds, or other infirmities, shall become unfit to 
perform the duties of his office, be retired from ser- 
vice on his ordinary pay, without rations, or other 
allowances whatever; and let the officer next in the 
line of promotion fill the place of such retired offi- 
cer, with the rank of. the retired officer, with the 
emoluments belonging to that rank, and the pay of 
the commission froin which he may be promoted.— 
So that, if a colonel be retired, the lieutenant colo- 
nel, who, according tu the established rules of pro- 
motion, should receive the vacant colonelcy, would 
be colonel with the pay of lieutenant colonel, and 
the emoluments ofa fuli colonel. This promotion 
would vacate the lieutenant colonelcy, which, in 
like manner, would be filled by the promotion of 
the major, who would enjoy the rank of lientenant 
colonel, with the pay of major and the emoluments 
of lieutenant colonel; so would the eldest captain 
be major, with the pay of captain, and the rank, 
command and emoluments of major; so with the 
eldest first lieutenant, who would be captain, with 
the pay of first lieutenant, and the emoluments of 
captain; and so down to the foot of the regiment, 
where there would be a vacancy, which could be 
supplied by the brevet second lieutenant, or gradu- 
ate of the military academy, or new appointment, 
according to circumstances. 

Now the effect of this plan will be seen by ex- 
hibiting the cost of a regiment as it exists, and the 
cost of a regiment with a retired colonel on ordi- 
uary pay, and it will be seen that there will be an 
actual saving in money, with the advantage that all 
the officers would be effective. If the retired colo- 
nel shall have served forty years, he will leave eight 
rations a day to the public, which eight rations are 
worth, at twenty cents each, (the regulated price), 
$1 60 a day, or $584 & year, and the additional ex- 
pense of placing a second lieutenant at the foot of 
the regiment will be $300 a year, making an ac- 
tual saving of $284 a year. (See table herewith, 
made out by the, paymaster general, marked A).— 
Now, if the whole of the officers of the army, sup- 
posed to be non-effective, were retired on the same 
principle, there would be something like twenty 
officers—eleven in the artillery, and nine in the in- 
fantry. The extrarations received by these officers 
for long service, computed at one ration for every 
five years’ service, are estimated to amount to sixty- 
four rations a day for the artillery, and fifty for the 
infantry; aking 114 rations a day saved, or 41,610 
rations a year, at twenty cents, amounting to the 
sun of $8,322. Now, to supply the twenty vacant 
second lieutenancies, occasioned by the retirement 


-—> 





of the twenty officers, will cost, at $300 each, 
$6,000 a year; which sum, deducted from $8,322, 
leaves a clear saving of $2,322 a year. 

By the present system, all officers receive full 
pay and emoluments, whether they are capable of 
service or not, and the effective officers are obliged 
to do the duty of the non-effective, without any ad- 
vantage; but, by the above plan, the non-effective 
officer will have a reasonable allowance made him 
on being retired, and the officer who will be obliged 
to do his duty will receive advanced rank with ad- 
ditional emoluments; so that, if the proposed plan 
be adopted, it may be expected that all parties in- 
terested would be satisfied. I have the honor to be, 
sir, with great respect, your obedient servant, 

ALEX. MACOMB, maj. gen. com’g in chief. 
Hon. J. R. Poinsett, secretary of war, 
A 


Present organization of a regiment of infantry. 
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The sum of $300 is to be added to the above'egs 
timate for as many officers, not exceeding ten, as 
may retire from the regiment, from which sum 
should be deducted the amount of additional ratiéns 
to which each retired officer may be entitialn 
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STATES OF THE UNION 
MASSACHUSETTS. 

Error in counting the votes for lieut. governor. An 
error occurred in the senate yesterday, in the count- 
ing of the votes for lieutenant governor. 

he report should have been— 


Whole number of ballots 40 
Necessary to a'choice 21 
His honor, George Hull, had 22 
Hon. Nathan Willis, had 18 


Legislature. The vacancies in the Massachusetts 
senate have been filled with 7 whigs and 5 adininis- 
tration.” The fifteen gallon law, il seems, hac influ- 
ence enough to induce some of the whigs to show 
their liberality by giving their vetes for the ad- 
mninistration. Parties now stand 22 whigs, 18 ad- 
ministration men. 

. NEW YORK. 

Destructive conflugrations. About seven o’clock 
Jast evening, a fire broke out in the fourstory brick 
store No. 18, Front street, near the corner of Broad 
street, occupied by Janes H. McNiesh, commis- 
sion merchant. The whole interior of the building 
was destroyed, but the principal part of the con- 
tents was saved. 

While the above fire was still burning, another 
broke out in the four story brick store No. 164, 
South street, occupied by Jesse P. Forker & Co. 
dealers in junk, &c. which was entirely destroyed, 
and the buildings on each side of it were more or 
less damaged. The firemen, supposing that the 
fire was entirely subdued, left the ground about 11 
o’clock, but between 1 and 2 o'clock this morning, 
the flames were seen to burst through the roof of 
the large building known as the “Thomas H. Smith 
store,” and a destruction of property ensued, scarce- 
ly equalled by that of any conflagation in this city 
since the great fire of December, 1835. Of the 
amount of the pecuniary loss, it is impossible to 

ive any thing more than ainere estimate. It may 
stated in round numbers at from $1,000,000 to 
$1,500,000. : 

The stores destroyed were seven in number, as 
follows: The large store fronting on South and 
Front streets, built some years since by Thomas 
H. Smith, at a cost as we have heard it stated, of 
about $100,000. It was one of the finest build- 
ings of the description in the city, and though but 
four stories in height, was higher than most of the 
five stories stores. It was occupied by J.J. Hicks, 
as a storage depository, and filled with merchan- 
dise of the most valuable description, among which 
were the cargoes of the ship Nantasket, of Boston, 
which arrived here on the 2d December, and the 
ship Covington, of Baltimore, which arrived here 
on the 27th October frem Canton 

In addition to these cargoes there was a quantity 
of other merchandise destroyed in the store, among 
which were about 200 barrels of flour, and a nuin- 
ber of bales of cotton. Some of the property was 


- rescued from the flames, consisting of cotton, and 


say about two or three hundred boxes of teas, 
principally, we judged from the marks, belonging 
to the cargo of the Nantasket. The building itself 
is entirely gone, one only of the side walls remain- 
ing to tell where it was standing. 

George B. Bruen, esq. had an office upon these 
premises. The next building adjoining, on Front 
street, No. 261, was used as a public store. A por- 
tion at least of the goods were saved from this. 
No. 259 Front streets, also occupied by J. J. Hicks 
as a storage warehouse. No. 257 Front street, 
corner of Dover street, occupied by Eggleston & 
Battelle, dealers in iron. There appeared to be a 
large stock in the store, very little of which could 
have been saved. 

On South street the following buildings were en- 
tirely destroyed: No. 162, corner of Dover street, 
occupied by E. Dayton & Co. ship chandlers, a 
block maker, and H. Dougheity, sail maker. A 
part of the stock of Messrs. Dayton was saved, 
and we understand that they were insured. No. 
163, occupied by John Gilmartin, grocer, and others. 
No. 164, where the fire originated, occupied by 
Jesse P. Forker & Co. as a junk store. No. 165 
and 166 composed the South street frout of the 
Thos. H.Smithstore. No. 167 occupied by Thomp- 
son & Coffin, grocers, and others, appears to have 
been very slightly damwnaged. 

One of the slores on Front street was used by the 
custom house, and was full of dry goods, hardware, 
&c. held in bond or not entered, The hardware, 
on the first floor was most of it saved, nothing be- 
sides. 

The goods in the public store are estimated at 
$250,000, and the whole loss will not be over esti- 
mated at a million of doliars. 

[N. ¥. Com. Adv. of 28th ult. 

The legislature of New York assembled at Alba- 
ny, on Tuesday. In the senate the lieut. governor 
took the chair at the opening of the session. In 





the house of delegates George W. Patterson, of Li- 
vingston county, was re-elected speaker on the first 
ballot; Philander B. Prindle, was chosen clerk; Mi- 
nos McGowen, sergeant-at-arms; Samuel Francis, 
je: doorkeeper, and Abraham H. Grovesteen, assis- 
tant doorkeeper. governor Seward communicated 
his annual message on the same day. 
MARYLAND. 

Abstract from the annual report of the treasurer of 
the Western Shore.. The receipts for the fiscal year, 
ending 1st December, 1839, were as follows: 


Auction duties, 48,548 79 
Bank bonuses, 15.546 87 
Bank stock, for dividends, 35,934 66 
Costs of. suits, 7 7 
Fines and forfeitures, 6,316 41 
Indian lands, 260 41 


Interest, on personal accounts, 2,875 55 
Licenses—to auctioneers, 6,000 00 
of billiard tables, 984 84 


to dealersin lottery tickets, 5,446 59 
to hawkers and pedlers, 1,197 44 
of marriages, 7,804 34 
of ordinaries, 25,293 87 
for races and fisheries, 77 35 
to traders, 36,349 17 
to victuallers, 22 97 
Miscellaneous expenses,a repayment, 287 43 


Road stock, for dividends, 44,627 50 
Special deposites, (in Bank of Balti- 

more) for principal and interest 123,562 50 
State lotteries, 10,914 09 
State tobacco inspection in Baltimore, 15,626 46 
Tax for colonization, 5,148 76 
Taxes for the use of the colonization 

society, 643 61 
Taxes in chancery, 310 51 
Taxes on plaintiffs, 3,912 94 
Balt. and Ohio rail road co.—for int. 

on the state’s advance $3,750, for 

1-5th of receipts from passengers on 

the Washington branch $37,368 91 
Balt. and Susquehanna rail road co. 

for account of interest, 82 50 
Chesapeake and Ohio canal company 

for account of interest, 95,000 00 
Direct tax for 1825, 829 68 
Eastern Shore treasury, 14,981 82 
Franklin bank of Baltimore—so much 

of the state’s special deposite, 31,236 00 
Land office, 3,365 69 
State’s hay scales in Baltimore, 348 08 
State’s live slock scales in Baltimore, 1,846 57 
States Pratt street wharfin Baltimore, 1,045 00 
Union bank of Maryland—so much of 

the state’s special deposite, 
United States road fund, 


41,118 91 


58.764 00 
1,509 08 





$648,648 03 
And there remained in the Western 


Shore treasury, Ist Dec. 1838, 44,705 68 





Making an aggregate of $693,353 71 
The disbursements turing the same period were as fol- 
lows: 
Civil officers, 
Colleges, academies and schools, 
Commission, 
Contingent expenses, 3,558 28 
Indemnity 5 per cent. stock, 20,000 00 
Indian annuities, 116 66 
Interest on the public debt, 291.883 11 
Miscellaneous expenses, 6,506 84 
Pensions, 18,579 99 
State colonization, 15 000 00 
State tobacco inspection in Balt. §,845 63 
Annapolis and Elkridge rail road co. 80,000 00 
Eastern Shore rail road company, ~- 15,000 00 
Indigent deaf and dumb, 2,535 01 


13,365 57 
21,366 00 
2,325 50 


Judiciary, $8,723 09 
Legislature, 76,541 18 
Library, 899 31 
Maryland Hospital, 5,000 00 
Militia, 5,162 65 
Public buildings at the seat of govern- 

ment, 3,370 31 
State Colonization society, 469 75 


State tobacco warehouses in Balt. 
United States road fund, 


1,125 52 
1,509 08 





$631,888 48 





And there remained in the Western 
Shore treasury, Ist Dec. 1839, the 


balance of $61,465 23 





VIRGINIA. 

Bank absolution. The New York Evening Post 
has the following remarks on the action of the Vir- 
ee legislature in relation to the banks of that 
s _ 


= eee 
The legislature of Virginia, by a vote of eighty 
to forty have legalized the stoppage of pay meuts by 
the banks until March next. ‘This shows what de. 
pendence is to be placed on laws made to restrajy 
the improper action of incorporated companies, |, 
the first place an act is passed, with due solemnit 
and formality, itnposing severe checks upon the 
banks, lest they should abuse their power, and in the 
secoid place, the abuse is no sooner cormmitted than 
they {are forthwith not only absolved from the con 
sequences, but a direct and positive sanction is given 
to their crimes by the highest authority in the state, 
What is this but a very mockery of legislation? Of 
what use are the laws, when a parcel of irresponsi- 
ble companies, after inflicting the greatest evils upon 
the community, may set thein aside every time they 
choose to violate their obligations. It were certain. 
ly better that the laws were not made at ail than 
they should be suspended at the will or convenience 
of a knot of bankrupts. 


SOUTH CAROLINA 
The South Carolina legislature have granted the 
application of the rail road company for an advance 
of $600,000 in state stocks at 5 per cent. 


ALABAMA. 

Message of gov. Bagley. ‘This state paper is draft- 
ed with considerable ability, and so far as regards 
its merits as a composition, may be commended, 
But some of the principles which it is the vehicle 
of promulgating to the world, do not meet with our 
approbation. In speaking of the banking system 
of the state, he takes an occasion to make a vivilent 
attack upon the decision of the supreme cuurt of 
the United States, upon the right, that corporationgs 
of one state had of contracting liabilities and obli- 
gations in another; he says— 

“Viewing, as I cannot but do, this decision asa 
palpable, and direct encroachment upon the sove- 
reignty of Alabama, if not an absolute violation of 
her constitution, I respectfully recommend to the 
general asseinbly the passage of such a law as will 
have the effect of protecting the exclusive rights of 
the state from further encroachinent, and to secure 
to our citizens the full and complete enjoyment of 
those ri, hts, which in the cases alluded to, have in 
my judgment been improperly adjudged to others.” 

He says, it is even ‘in violation of the constitu- 
tional provision in regard to the establislment of 
banks and reversive of the judicial decisions of the 
highest tribunal in the state.” It is to be seen here 
that the governor assumes the broad presutmption 
that the state of Alabama is completely sovereign; 
and that the judiciary of a state is paramount in 
authority to the highest tribunal acknowledged by 
the laws of the union! His whole comment upon 
this subject is too ridicufous and absurd to be met 
by an argument. While he displayed great zeal 
and interest for his immediate constituents, he aiins 
a fatal blow at the sacred ties that bind us together 
asanation. If the petit and assumed sovereignty 
of a state be successtully established against the 
only and real sovereignty of our government, what 
becomes of our national existence? But to the un- 
biased discernment of the federal citizens we comn- 
mend this part of the message. 


His statement of the condition of the banks of 
that state, will be read by the people of contigu- 
ous states with much interest and satisfaction. Of 
the state bank, and branches, at Huntsville and 
Montgoinery, he says, “they continue to pay their 
notes in specie, and will, I trust, continue to do so, 
whatever course interest or necessity may induce 
the banks elsewhere to pursue.”? Of the bank of 
Mobile, and the Pianters’ and Merchants’ bank, 
which are the only private stock banks in the state, 
lhe says, ‘‘very much to their credit, and the credit 
of the state by which they were created, voluntari- 
ly resumed specie payments eighteen months in ad- 
vance of the time they were required to do so by 
law; and continue steadily to redeem their notes in 
specie, and are believed to be in as good and healthy 
condition as any banking institutions in the union; 
and are in every respect entitled to the favorable 
consideration of the legislatare.” 


The state bank, and branches, have a circulation 
of from three to four millions of dollars, while the 
indebtedness to the bank amounts to seventeen or 
eighteen millions. From an over average of their 
cotton crop this year, be says, an enlargement of 
circulating capital is desirable; and recommends 
either an issue of five millions of post notes payable 
within twelve months, or *‘to require the banks that 
are not paying specie to furnish the entire amount 
of additional circulation.” In the first event to 
plunge the state still deeper in her fiabilities, and 
in the latter, strengthen the security of one 1n- 
stitution by sacrificing the credit of another, 18 
certainly a very equivocal mode of remedying €X- 
isting financial evils. The document winds up by 





quite an eloquent appeal to the sympathies of the 
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levislature, tn behalf of the bereaved citizens of | concession and compromise,” that we have any re- 


‘ie. The sentiments thus uttered do credit to 
og of the writer, and will no doubt be re- 
sponded to by the voice of the whole state. _ 

[New Orleans Bulletin. 

A letter from Tuscaloosa, January Ist, says—_ 

« ['o-day reports were made, and among them ‘e as 
a report upon a bill offered by Mr. Moore, of Ma- 
rengo, proposing to re organise the banking system 
of this state, and to establish a «Citizens bank. 
Upon the bill and the report much discussion en- 

‘sued, and although gentlemen had often avowed in 
their place that our present system was rotten to 
the vey core; that they would originate measures 
to wind them up; that they were at present a curse 
to the country; yet strange to tell, upon a motion 
to indefinitely postpone the bill, the vote was— 
ayes 67, noes 26—those very gentlemen voting in 
the affirmative. 
TENNESSEE. 

Resolutions have passed both houses of the legis- 
lature of Tennessee, instructing Messrs. White and 
Grundy, U. S. senators, to vote against the distribu- 
tion of the proceeds of the public lands. 

KENTUCKY. 

Che senate of Kentucky has passed a bill autho- 
rising an emission of state bonds, in small sums, for 
the purpose of paying the laborers on the public 
works, The passage of the bill in the house is con- 
sidered doubttul. 

OHIO. 

Public debt and finances of Ohio. The actual 
public debt of Obio, incurred to others than itself, 
is nine millions of dollars, in round numbers.— 
There is a domestic debt, which consists simply in 
the trausfer of funds from one account to another. 
There is also a considerable amount of subscriptions 
to public works unpaid. The actual debt was in- 
curred and is payable in the manner following, viz: 

1325, at 5 per cent. ‘ $400,000 

1826, at 6 per cent. . 1,009,000 





1827, “s 1,200,000 
1828, “s ‘ > 1,200,000 
1830, es ‘ ‘ 600,000 
1832, “ R 100,000 
1836, ae ° ‘ 20.000 
1837, 6s ‘ ‘ ; 700,000 
1333, “6 . ; - 2,010,000 
1839, ‘s : 1,820,873 

$9,050,873 


Of this amount, $4.509.000 is redeemable in 1850; 
$4,505,000 in 1856; $475,000 in 1860; and the rest 
at the pleasure of the state after 1856. 

{ Cincinnalt Chronicle. 
ILLINOIS. 

The message of gov. Carlin has, says the New 
York American, at least, the merit of frankness in 
its exposition of the conditioa of the state and its 
debt. 

The actual liabilities of the state incurred chiefly 
for works of internal improvement, ainount to some- 
what over eleven millions. 

The amount of debt on interest is 
Annual interest thereon at 6 per cent. 
The available resources of the state 
amount to three million one hundred 
thousand dollars of bank stock, on 
which the estimated dividends are, 
Which, deducted from the interest paya- 

ble on the debt, leaves unprovided for, 389,000 

It nowhere appears in the message how this de- 
ficiency, and the ordinary expenses of the state, are 
to be inet—nor what the amount is of direct taxa- 
tion. 

Of unavailable resources, there are 270,182 acres 
of canal lands, equal according to estimate to five 
and a half millions of dollars? 

The whole system of internal improvement when 
completed is to cost $21,840,444—requiring at 6 
per cent. interest the annual payment of $1,310,786. 

The governor, in view of this enormous amount, 
of tine embarrassinents of the money market, and 
the pressure of taxation on the state, recommends 
that all future expenditures be confided to the great 
channels of communication, so as to complete ee 
instead of working in separate and unconnected un- 
dertakings—few or none of which would be availa- 
ble until all were completed. 

_. The manner in whieh this young state has thns 
involved itself, is made evident by this single para- 
graph from the governor’s message: 

Iam aware that the system is the result of mu- 
tual concession and compromise, ana that its ad- 
vantages were to be dispensed as equally as possi- 
ble throughout the state, by the construction of im- 
provemenis in alinost every county, and appropriat 
ing fo those in which no improvements were to be 
loade, $200,000 in bieu thereof, 

This is the most comprehensive system of log- 
rolling, softly referred to by the governor as “mutual 


$10,630,000 
637,000 


248,000 


cord of. 

The negotiations of this young state, for the sale 
of its bonds, &c. do not seem to have been very 
skilfully conducted. 

A contract made in London last November, by 
Messrs. Rawlings and Oakley, on behalf of the 
state, with Mesars. High & Co. of that city, stipu- 
lated that four millions of bonds should be put into 
the hands of the London house for sale—they 
agreeing to advance $500,000 in rail road iron, and 
$250,000 in cash. The governor only ratified this 
contract to the extent of $1,500,000. 

Some further sales of bonds were made in the 
United States—300,000 to J. Dejafield, of this city; 
$500,000 to the Farmers’ and Merchants’ bank of 
Onondaga, at Fayetteville, in this state; and a loan 
of $128,000 was negotiated with the Poughkeepsie 
Locomotive Engine company! payable at the At- 
lantic bank in New York. The governor’s draft 
for the: first instalment of this loan, however, was 
protested. 

The bank of Illinois seems to have stepped in 
and aided the state successfully in her difficulties. 

Some of the counties, it seems, have refused to 
assess the taxes imposed by the last leyislature; 
whereupon the governor very honestly and justly 
Says: . 

Such proceedings should never be resorted to, and 
cannot be tolerated in a government like ours, 
where the people elect their own legislators, through 
whom they can only legitimately redress their griev- 
ances. There can be little doubt of equity and 
justice of the principle upon which the law is found- 
ed, that each individual should pay tax in propor- 
tion to the value of his property, but its details are 
justly considered exceptionable, and call for a spee- 
dy revision. I would, therefore, recommend this 
matter to your consideration, and hope some mode 
will be provided by which its inforcement shall, in 
all cases, hereafter be insured. 

The state bank of Illinois, in which the state 
owns two millions of stock, having suspended specie 
payments, while the bank of Illinois maintained hers, 
ithe governor recommends that the state bank be 
j held to a strict accountability, and especially that 


no legislutive indulgence to the suspension be grant- 
d 
ed. 





MISSOURI AND IOWA. 

We were led to believe, some short time since, 
that the course adopted by the legislature of Iowa 
had obviated all further apprehensions of difficulty 
} between Missouri and Iowa, in reference to the dis- 
puted boundary. We find, however, that the trouble 
is not yet-over. The last St. Louis Bulletin con- 
tains the proclamation of governor Boggs, of Mis- 
sourl, in which he dissents from the resolutions pas- 
sed by the legislature of Iowa, and adopted by the 
county court of Clark county, to suspend all hostili- 
ties until the Ist day of July next, and calls upon 
all the officers of the state, civil and inilitary, to ex- 
ercise their respective duties to their full extent in 
conformity with the laws of the state. [{ Nat. Int. 

MICHIGAN. 

Lieut. governor Mundy, of Michigan, while pro- 
ceeding from the senate chamber at Detroit, Dec. 
26th, was assaulted and severely cowhided, and his 
face cut, by col. Edward Brooks. The fatter in a 
cad, states that it was an affair altogether of a pri- 
vate nature, apart from politics, and that he had 
thought at the time the party attacked was no longer 
lient. governor. 


Jan. 6, and refused positively to receive any com- 
inunication from gov. Mason. On the next day the 
votes for governor and lieut. governor were counted 
and judge Woodbridge, the whig candidate, was de- 
claread governor by 1,248 majority, and Gordon, 
whig, lieut. governor, by 1,359. 


POLITICS OF THE DAY. 
DINNER TO GENERAL C. F. MERCER. 
From the Nutionu Intelligencer. 

We mentioned in cur last paper that a public 
dinner had been given to the hon. Charles Fenton 
Mercer, on Friday last, in this city, on the occasion 
of his retirement from congress, of which he has 
been a distinguished and most valuable meinber for 
more than twenty years. His very numerous and 
attached friends—who love him for his talents, ac- 
quirements and virtues—offered him the compli- 
ment of a public dinner several days preceding, 


" which time the following correspondence took 
place. 





Washington, December 24, 1839. 
_ Dear str: It is generally understood that you 
intend shortly to resign your seat in congress. 
Whilst it is amatter of general regret that the coun- 
\ry is aboutto be deprived of your valuable services, 
the members of the house of representatives feel 
that they shall lose not only an able and enlighten- 








The Michigan legislature assembled at Detroit |! 


ed public servant, but one whose whole course has 
been characterized by so much of patriotism and 
public virtue, and has been peculiarly marked by 
the most gentlemanlike courtesy and the kindest 
feelings. Your numerous friends here are unwil- 
ling to part with you without some public demon- 
stration of their respect and friendship, and have 
deputed us to invite you to a public dinner, at such 
time as may suit your convenience. 


We have the honor to be, dear sir, with the highest 
respect and esteem, your obedient servants, 
JOHN TALIAFERRO, 
WM. C. DAWSON, 
HENRY A. WISE, 
W. THOMPSON, sr. 
Hon. C. F. Mercer. 


Mr. Mercer’s reply. 
Washington, Dec. 25, 1839. 

GENTLEMEN: I have received, with great sensi- 
bility, the flattering testimonial of your regard af- 
forded me by your invitation to partake of a public 
dinner pricr to my departure from my native state 
and our final separation. 

Differing, as we have done, on several points of 
peca policy, I prize the more highly that appro- 

ation which you have generously bestowed on the 
inotives which have guided my public conduct. 

A prior engagement will carry me to Virginia 
immediately on the resignation of my seat in the 
house of representatives; but it will give me plea- 
sure to meet you again on any day you will do me 
the honor to appoint, after the termination of the 
present week. 

Accept, gentlemen, for yourselves, and be pleased 
to convey to those friends whom you represent, my 
grateful acknowledgments for this recent manifes- 
tation of their favorable regard, and believe me to 
be, with profound respect and very high esteem, 
your friend and fellow-servant, 

C. F. MERCER. 
Hon. John Tuliaferro, Wm. C. Dawson, H. A. Wise, 
and W. Thompson. 

General Mercer did not return to the city until 
Friday last, and then under the necessity of leaving 
it again on the following morning; but his friends 
determined not to be altogether deprived of the 
pleasure of expressing their regard and respect for 
him, and therefore ordered a dinner at Brown’s ho- 
tel, and invited him to meet them. There was not 
time to give information through the city, or many 
other friends, both in congress and among the in- 
habitants of the district, would have rejoiced in the 
opportunity of uniting in testifying their respect. 
Still there was an assemblage of forty or tifty gen- 
tlernen, consisting of senators, representatives and 
private citizens. The hon. Mr. Southard of the 
senate, presided, and the hon. W. Thompson, re- 
presentative from South Carolina, acted as vice pre- 
sident. 


After the dinner (a most excellent and well serv- 

ed one) was removed, Mr. Southard called atten- 
tion to the guest, in some eloquent and touching 
remarks, in which he referred briefly, but with pro- 
per feeling, to many of the incidents of gen. Mer- 
cer’s public life, the stations which he had filled, 
and the able manner in which he had discharged 
his high duties to his state and tothe union. Amon 
other thing, he alluded to his education at the col- 
lege of New Jersey, his literary reputation there, 
the honors he had won—which were still freshly re- 
membered in after years, when Mr. S. and others 
at the table became members of the college—to the 
brilliant address which he delivered when he pre- 
sented himself to receive his second honorary de- 
gree, which addiess, Mr. S. remembered, embraced, 
among other topics, an eloquent and patriotic argu- 
ment for the navy, some passages of which Mr. 8. 
even yet recollected and recited. He also referred 
to the distinguished services of gen. M. in the le- 
gislature of bis native state—to his views and exer- 
tions on the great questions of education and of Af- 
rican colonization—to his eminently valuable ser- 
vices in congress—and to his early, ardent and suc. 
cessful laburs in practically originating and carrying 
forward that stupendous and truly national work, 
the Chesapeake and Ohio canal. The remarks of 
Mr. S. cannot be more fully recollected. He closed 
by offering as a sentiment— 
Charles Fenton Mercer—a scholar rare and ripe— 
a patriot of enlarged and liberal views—a man with- 
out reproach. We may testify our respect and love 
for him witnout the purity of our principles or of 
our hearts being called in question. 


General Mercer made a reply such as those who 
know the sensibility of his heart and his powers of 
touching eloquence may imagine, but no sketch of 
it can be attempied. It did honor to his feelings; 
but bis heart was very full, and at times his tongue 
almost refused to do its office. He concluded with 
offering the following toast: ; 
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The constilutiom of the United. Siates. ‘The off- 
spring of mutual concession: may it be sustained 
and perpetuated by mutual. forbearance. 

Several other gentlemen addressed the company 
in the course of the evening, and gave animated 
portraits of gen. M’s character, public career, and 


merits; among them, gen. Thompson, of South Ca- 


rolina; judge White, of Tennessee; gov. Barbour, 


. 


of Mi gat ov. Pope, of Kentucky; Mr. W, C. 


Johnson, : yland; Mr. Wise, of Virginia; &c. 
The company separated, towards 12 o’clock, with 
eadin yi rx felt wishes for the prosperity and hap- 
piness of their guest. Garay 
The state of the country. Mr. Wise, of Virginia, 
being itivited to attend a public dinner given to gen. 
Mercer by his constituents, on his retiring from con- 
gress, utters this warning voice in his reply. 
“General Mercer is leaving us at a time when no 
friend of his country must absent himself for a day 
from his post. The dangers daily thicken around 
the institutions of the people. The states them- 
elves are now struck at, and one of the sisters of 
the confederacy has at length felt a blow from the 
mace of despotism which has almost staggered her 
out of the union. New Jersey stands at the door 
of the house of representatives claiming in vain to 
be atmitted, under tlie solemn compact of the con- 
stitution, to the seats of representation. By the 
fraud and force of a reckless party spirit, through 
the instrumentality of a nominal officer, she has 
‘been deprived of five out of six of her members, and 
that officer has been thus enabled to re-elect him- 
self to a place which he has abused for selfish and 
party purposes. To accomplish these purposes, 
immoral and base in themselves, by these means, 
violent and unconstitutional, the federal govern- 
ment has been for weeks virtually dissolved. The 
wheels of government have been stopped—the le- 
gislation of the country has been arrested—the bu- 
siness of the people has been delayed—their trea- 
sures uselessly expended—their honor and dignity 
insulted—their rights violated, to enable the adini- 
nistration to usurpa majority in this house! Ifsuch 
wrong could be perpetrated to obtain this majority, 
what wrong may we not expect this majority to at- 
tempt to perpetrate? There must be something dan- 
gerons and disastrous to our dearest interests con- 
templated by an usurpation so bold, so reckless, so 
foul,so rank. I apprehend something worse even 
than what has ever yet been done by the worst of 
rulers, and shall be thankful if the worst motive of 
their conduct is only to force upon the country 
an executive measure, which heretofore has been 
thrice rejected by a duly organized congress.” 


TRIBUTE OF RESPECT TO JUDGE WHITE. 


Washington, Jan. 14, 1840. 

Dear srr: A large number of the members of 
both houses of congress, and of your fellow citizens 
now in Washington, wishing to offer to you some 
testimonial of their esteem for you personally, and 
of the very high consideration in which they hold 
your public virtues and services, have appointed 
us a committee to invite you to a public dinner. 

In discharging this duty, we cannot repress an 
expression of the deep regret which we (in com- 
mon with those who have deputed us) feel, that the 
Cae councils, at this important juncture, should 

e deprived, by your retirement, of a statesman, 
whose long experience, whose grave and solid wis- 
dom, whose stern integrity, and steady patriotism, 
seemed to present to our age a surviving father of 
the republic. 

We doubt not, sir, that, in the consciousness of 
having performed your high duties according to your 
deliberate judgment of them, you‘will find ample 
solace under the temporary misconstruction of par- 
ty, and we feel assured that, having passed through 
that trial from which the wisest and best of no age 
have been exempt, the time will come when, b 
universal consent, your reputation will be consider- 
ed by your country as a valuable portion of its mo- 
ral wealth, 

We beg the favor of you to name a day when it 
will be convenient to you to meet us. 

With great respect and esteem, we are, sir, very 
sincerely, your obedient servants, 

WM. C. PRESTON, JAMES COOPER, 
J. DAVIS, JOS. TRUMBULL, 
J.J, CRITTENDEN, EDWARD STANLY, 
WM. C. DAWSON, JAMES MONROE, 
THOS. CORWIN, GEORGE EVANS, 
JOHN M. BOTTS, JOHN T. STUART, 
R. GARLAND, ~ JAMES RARIDEN, 
LEVI. LINCOLN, W. COST JOHNSON, 
JOHN WHITE, J. L. TILLINGHAST, 
GEO. W. CRABB, Committee. 
To the hon. Hugh L. White. 


GENTLEMEN: Your favor of this date was receiy- 
ed afew minutes since, and in it I very unexpect- 
edly find myself invited, by a large number of the 


members of both houses of congress, and of my fel- 
low citizens now in Washington, toa public dinner. 
This testimonial from you, and these whom you re- 
present, is esteemed by me as more than a compen- 
sation for all the services it has been in my power 
to render the public, and I fee} pursuaded has been 
dictated more by liberal sentiments and kind feel- 
ings than by any merit in my private character, or 
worth as a public man. Little as I feel myself 
worthy of such an honor, I cannot deny myself the 
pleasure of meeting, perhaps for the last time, at the 
festive board, so many gentlemen revered for their 
virtues and distinguished for their talents. 

As you have been so obliging as to allow me to 
name the. day on which 1 can conveniently meet 
you, I take the liberty of suggesting Friday next. 
Do me the favor to present to those whom you 
represent my most profoand acknowledgments for 
the honor they have conferred by their invitation, 
and to accept for yourselves my best taanks for the 
flattering terms in which it has been communi- 
cated. 

With sentiments of the highest respect, Iam your 
inost obedient servant, HUGH L. WHITE. 

, To the hon. Wm. C. Preston and others, commit- 
ee, 
The dinner to judge White was given yesterday 
evaniag at 6 o’clock, at Brown’s hotei, Washing- 
on. 
The correspondent of the New York Star of Jan. 
21st says: 

“The dinner to judge White last night was all, 
and even more, than his most sanguine friends an- 
ticipated. Allof the distinguished members of both 
houses of congress were present, to do honor to the 
patriotic, virtuous, independent and fearless ex-se- 
nator from Tennessee. Hugh L. White is a re- 
inmarkable man. He reminds one of those stern pa- 
triots, virtuous heroes and statesmen, whose names 
are found recorded on the pages of ancient history. 
Indeed must the times be disjointed when such 
men are driven by the scourge of party feeling from 
the councils of the nation. 

In reply to a complimentary toast from the presi- 
dent, Mr. Preston, judge White arose and made a 
most able and eloquent speech of about an hour’s 
duration, it elicited from the large company present 
the most hearty applause. He went into a bistory 
of his connectiou and acquaintance with that re- 
markable man of the age, gen. Jackson. He por- 
trayed his character with truth and felicity. He 
said he was.made up of all strong points calculated 
to make him fast friends and unyielding enemies. 
He never forgave those whom he looked upon as 
his eneinies. He had another peculiartrait; he was 
constantly having a controversy with some person, 
of the most bitter characrer. He could not live or 
rest without it. Judge White pledged himself to 
the support of the Harrisburg nomination, and pass- 
ed an eloquent eulogy upon the character of gen. 
Harrison. Gov. Davis, of Massachusetts, followed 
judge White, and spoke in the most complimentary 
manner of that gentleman; he concluded by a toast 
in allusion to the great west, whereupon Mr. Clay 
arose at the spontaneous call made upon him, to 
respond to the sentiment. I need not say how pa- 
triotic were his retnarks—how warmly they were 
received. He said he had but one feeling touching 
the contest, upon which we had just entered—an 
ardent desire for the success of gen. Harrison. 
‘And sir,’ said he, ‘if we all do our duty, he will be 
sure to succeed: every thing looked to this result.’ 
Messrs. Preston, Biddle, Corwin, Waddy. Thomp- 
son, Habersham and Austin, of Boston, followed 
Mr. Clay, at the instance of the company.” 

MR. CALHOUN. 

The following letter from John C.. Calhoun 
to the editor of the Charleston Mercury, ap- 
pears in a recent number of that paper. It 
refers to an epistle published last December in the 
same journal, which made some noise among the 


‘bargaining for the presidency,” on the part of Mr. 
Calhoun—as a proof that the question of “the suc- 
cession,” as they call it, was causing divisions 
among the leading friends of the administration, to- 
gether with other inferences which they thought 
likely to bring the democratic cause into danger 
and disrepute, The letter, it will be remembered, 
was.on the subject of the speakership, and incor- 
rectly threw out the idea that Mr. Lewis had been 
opposed in caucus by certain supporters of the ad- 
ministration as a nullifier, &€ 
Washington, January 7, 1840. 

My pear str: I enclose an extract from the In- 

lelligencer, which will show you what those who 





are opposed to me are making of the letter of your 
correspondent, republished in that paper. I know 
not who your correspondent is, nor have I any rea- 
son, to believe that he was actuated by any unkind 





feelings towards me in writing the letter; but I 


opposition, who seized upon it as an evidence of 


ne 


must say, be his feelings what they may, he has not 
placed ie either in my true position or one that js 
agreeable to me. Iam no aspirant to the presj- 
dency, or ever expect to be. To hold me Up as 
such is to do me great injustice, and weaken me 
in my effort to carry out the principles and polic 
for which I have Jong contended, and which I holq 
far more dear than any thing in the gift of the go. 
vernment or people. To accomplish an object | 
hold so high is and has been the sole motive, for 
many years, for my remaining at my post here; and 
whenever I find that my presence is no longer of 
any avail towards it, I shall cheerfully retire, leay- 
ing to others to struggle for an honor which, how. 
ever high and worthy of contest, has long had but 
tew charms for me. As to the political move. 
ments here, to which your correspondent alludes, in 
relation to what he calls ‘the succession,” and 
which he says is absorbing every thing else, I know 
nothing. If they exist, he does well in represent- 
ing me as passive as to what is going on. All 
who know me know that there is not a member of 
congress who takes less interest in that to which 
he alludes. 

It is well known to all my friends here, that my 
wish individually, was and is, that they should be 
perfectiy passive as to what relates to office, and to 
vote for the names of those presented, by those 
with whom we are acting, unless there should be 
some valid personal objection, in order that we 
might have greater weight in carrying out the mea- 
sures we desire. 

In all this, I make no complaint, nor do I intend 
censure, and had the letter appeared in a paper of 
any other state, or in any other than a friendly one 
in my own, it would have passed without notice 
from me. But, having devoted the best portion of 
my life to the service of the state and union, with- 
out the hope, or even the desire of reward, except 
such as flows from the conscious discharge of duty 
under trying circumstances, I cannot but feel sen- 
sibly any circuinstance (such | believe this to be) 
caiculated to cast doubt on my real motives, by 
holding me upas an aspirant for any office in the gilt 
of the government or people. Yours truly, 

J.C. CALHOUN. 

In introducing Mr. Calhoun’s letter the Mercury 
has the following among other pertinent remarks: 

- It is amysing to compare the three last whig in- 
vehtions touching Mr. Calhoun, put forth within a 
few weeks of each other. 

First, they got up a rumor, which was spread by 
all the whig papers, that Mr. Calhoun had all at 
once become an advocate of the protective lariff! 
And how they lauded him! They always thought 
forsooth that he was too intelligent and patriotic and 
high-minded not to abandon the sub-treasury, em- 
brace the American System, and coalesce with Mr. 
Clay! After all that had been passed, there would 
have been, in their eyes, nothing revolting in such 
a conjunction. 

Secondly, they repeated the same hosannas and 
flatteries, when they got up another absurd ramor 
that Mr. Calhoun was in favor of the election of 
old general Harrison. It was to be the making of 
the whig cause. 

And now, thirdly, this same Mr. Calhoun, be- 
cause he has placed beyond doubt his adherence to 
his principles, and his hostility to the whole whig 
policy of consolidation, and has not allowed per- 
sonal considerations to embarrass his discharge of 
his public duty, is denounced by them as a tnean 
and dishonorable bargainer for power; and no epi- 
thet of contumely is too vile for these high minded 
whigs to apply to bim. 

They feel that he is above them, and that the 
disinterested support of the south has insured the 
triumph of the republican principles enforced in 
the measures of the administration, and that the 
struggle of the whigs for the spoils is now despe- 
rate—‘‘hinc ille lachryme.” 


MR. WEBSTER. 

Letter from the hon. Daniel Webster. The fol- 
lowing letter addressed to the duke of Rutland, was 
read by him after the annual dinner of the Liecester- 
shire Agricultural association, of which he is pre- 
sident, and published in the London papers. 

**London, Nov. 16. 

“My DEAR DUKE:—I am obliged to you for the 
respectful manner in which, presiding at the meet- 
ing of the Waltham Agricultural association, you 
were pleased to refer to our conversation at Belvoir, 
and I have still higher pleasure in noticing the just 
and liberal sentiments expressed by you on that oc- 
casion respecting the relations of our respective 
countries. Such sentiments, I assure you, will be 
heartily reciprocated on our side of the Atlantic — 
England and the’ United States are not only the two 
most commercial countries in the world, but they 
are also those two which have the greatest degree © 





intercourse with each other. 
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_ “This will strike any one*who shall compare the 
small amount of annual trade between England and 
France with the great amount of that between Eng- 
Jand and the United States, and yet France is with- 
in sight of England, with 33,000,000 or 34,000,000 
of people, and the United States are 3,000: miles off, 
with half that amount of population and, notwith- 
standing the progress which may be expected in 
some branches of manufactures in America, thete is 
no reason to doubt that this intercourse will con- 
tinue, and perhaps be increased, by the rapid in- 
crease of population in America, =» ae 

“While the U. States continue to import British 
commodities, it is evidently the interest of England 
that those’ her customers should increase botk in 
numbers and in the ability to buy and consume her 
products. On the other hand, every intelligent per- 
son in America sees, not only the evils which would 
ensue from any interruption of the harmony existing 
between the two countries, but the embarrassments 
also which must be feltin America whenever any 
diasters occur sufficient to derange the general pros- 
perous course of trade and business in England. 

“The intimate relations of commerce subsisting 
between the twe countries, the well known laws of 
trade and exchange, and the important fact that both 
countries us¢, to a great extent, a representative pa- 
per currency, necessarily cause any great embar- 
rassment which may be felt in one to be extended 
to the other. Your grace was quite right, I think, 
in your observations on the subject of corn—Ame- 
rica is indebted to England in various ways, and is 
likely to remain so, while the interest of money re- 
maing much lower in the latter country than in the 
former. 

«‘We have this year a most abundant wheat crop; 
and if England should have occasion to import corn 
or flour, both countries would be benefitted by her 
taking her supply from us. We should be paying 
so much of our debt, and she would be receiving her 
supply without the necessity of sending abroad 
specie; and it is undoubtedly true that the short crop 
in England last year, leading to so heavy an export 
of gold and silver to the continent, most seriously 
affected commerce and business in the United States 
as well as in England. 

“Let us hope, my dear duke, that between two 
Christian nations, speaking the same language, de- 
rived from the same origin, enjoying the same liter- 
ature, and connected by these mutual ties of interest, 
nothing may ever exist but peace and harmony, and 
the noble rivalship of accomplishing most for the 
general improvement and happiness of inankind. 

“Allow me to close this letter with an invitation, 
which, if given some years ago, would have passed 
for mere compliment, and thatis, that you will come 
and see us. You are fond of excursions by sea.— 
Eighteen or twenty days will take you from Belvoir 
Castle to the Falls of Niagara, and you may see 
much of America this side of the Alleghany, and 
something of what is beyond, and return to England 
in a period hardly longer than an ordinary recess of 
parliament. Nature has done much in America 
which is worthy to attract your notice. Man, I 
hope, has done something; and, at any rate, you, 
and your connections and friends, would be sure of 
receiving that respectful and hearty welcome to 
which your character and your hospitality to others 
so well entitle you. 

“IT have the honor to be, my dear duke, very faith- 
fully yours, DANIEL WEBSTER.” 


| Hon. Mr. Webster’s account of his tour. A cor- 
respondent of the Journal of Commerce who was 


present at the dinner recently given to Mr. Web- 
ster at Boston, writes as follows: 


He gave us a very pleasant, rapid sketch of his 
general impressions abroad—talked about English 
verdure—the air of antiquity in that land which 
strikes an American so forcibly—and so on: the 
leading great men he had seen—the courts, parlia- 
ment, &c. As toall these his remark was, in brief 
that he was struck with the general correctness of the 
notions which prevail about them among ourselves. On 
the whole, we seem to understand them about as 
well as the mass of the British public do. Boston, 
he thought, considering its far greater proportion of 
readers, was quite ahead of Dublin in this respect. 
And there was good reason for it—the closeness and 
freedom of communication now enjoyed, &c. The 
main difference was that ‘‘we are a litile later”— 
some ten or twelve days, or so—nothing more. As 
to his own reception, he was quite modest of course, 
and said little more than enough to show that he 
lad been greatly gratified. He thought a fine feel- 
ing towards us generally prevails in the father-land. 
To Louis Philippe he paid a very high compliment 
for his personal qualities. The king, he intimated, 
cherishes a warm regard for America, which is much 
enhauced by personal attachments; and you of course 
are aware that his majesty figured here in Boston as 


a teacher yoine half a century ago, and was treated 
with a good deal of hospitality at the time. An old 
gentleman the other day, pointed out to me the site 
in State street, (near Globe bank) where he hired 
his room ofa tailor. Mr. Webster went on with 
his Scotch tour—said he had been among the agri- 
cultural districts there—had omitted going to Swit- 
zerland, &c. with his family, for the sake of these 
and other considerations in Great Britain—and final- 
ly he embarked for home November 22d, full of ad- 
miration for many things and many men he had 
seen, but more of an American than ever. 


THE COMPROMISE ACT. 

Mr. WEBSTER’S SPEECH. Our readers were told 
some week or ten days ago, in the course of some 
remarks made by us on the dispute between Mr. 
Calhoan and Mr. Clay in the senate, as to the re- 
lative position of each, in reference to the compro- 
mise bill—that we had in our possession certain 
notes of aspeech made by Mr. Webster, when that 
bill was under discussion—and that we hoped to 
induce Mr. W. to write it out for publication, The 
annexed correspondence will explain what has 
since transpired:. 

. Office of the N. Y. American, Jan. 20th, 1840. 
Dear sir: You probably noticed an article in 
the New York American, respecting the notes which 
you gave me, long ago, of your principal speech on 
the compromise bill, in 1833. 
As intimated in the article, I beg leave to express 
an urgent wish that you would write out the speech 
for publication. I should have sent the notes to 
Boston, but understanding that you were expected 
to be soon in this city, on your way to Washington, 
I have detained them till your arrival. You will fiud 
the notes to be full, and the labor of revising them, 
and of putting them into a proper form for publica- 
tiun, cannot, I think, be great. Yours, very truly, 
CHAS. KING. 





New York, January 20, 1840. 

Dear str: I have received your letter, together 
with the notes of my speech on the compromise 
bill, which have been so long in your possession. 
But I doubt the expediency of my revising those 
notes, or attempting to put them into the regular 
form vfaspeech. It might be thought rather a 
speech of 1840, than the speech of 1833. 

The notes, however, are yours, and you may 
make any use of them which you think proper; but 
if they should be published, or any part of them, as 
notes made by me, I wish them to be published 
without any alteration whatever. It will be under- 
stood, that what is published is not a speech, but 
heads, or notes,for aspeech. Yours respectfully, 

DANIEL WEBSTER. 

Charles King, esq. 


As the disposal of these notes is left entirely with 
us, we have fhought it best at once to give them to 
the public, and accordingly they follow these lines; 
precisely and literally as they were when first plac- 
ed in our hands several years ago, and where the 
original inanuscript indicated that capitals or italics 
were to be used, we have used them, and not else- 
where, 


An exact copy of the original notes from which Mr. 
Webster spoke in opposition to the compromise bill, 
March, 1833. 

My own situation unexpected. I think opinions 
are advanced, and measures proposed, tending to 
surrender, or to endanger, a great practical power 
of the government. 

Under circumstances likely to give it a favorable 
reception. | 

No zealot for forced protection. Went with Mas- 
sachusetts in 1816 and in 1821. 

Reason for wollen bill in 1827—Bill of 1828. 

I have never wished to do more, than to fulfil the 
provisions of 1824. 

The power, always in the constitution. 

A bill is now proposed as a compromise. It is 
brought forward by those leading gentleman, on the 
side of protection. 

It is seconded by the leader of those who held 
the whole power unconstitutional—who propose to 
annul the laws of congress on that ground. 

Under these circumstances, it cannot be impro- 
per te see on what grounds this compromise is to be 
made. 

As the measure proposes to extend through many 
years, does it bind, or attempt to bind, the discre- 
tion of congress hereafter. 

Does it contain any stipulation, or pledge, or any 

thing intended to be, or which may be regarded as 

a stipulation or pledge, that this act of congress 

shall not, at all times, be.as much subject to-be re- 

ot oe by a majority of both houses, as any other 
act? 











a 


Does it purport to prescribe the duty of the legis- 
lature in time to come. 

As the question which has hitherto divided those 
who now come forward with this compromise, is a 
constitutional question—in what manner is this com- 
promised? ‘sh 

Does the compromise leave the constitutional 
power untouched and entire? without stipulating to 
forbear its exercise, at any time herea(ter, or does 
it surrender the constitutional power, or stipulate 
not to use it—or give a pledge, orcreate an argu- 
ment, founded on faith and promise, not to use it 
hereafter. 

These are questions touching the general cha- 
racter of the nfeasure. 

1. I think that there is a plain attempt to restrain 
the discretion of future legislatures. 

Sec. 3. Four first lines. These have no effect 
whatever, except as a declaration, that this law shall 
not be repealed. That must be taken to be théir 
purpose, as they have no other effect. They are 
gh to saying, *‘this law shall not be repeal- 
e «3? 

Add to this, the proviso, at the end of the 5th 
section—and the whole proviso, in the 6th section. 

These all, either impose, or imply, restraints upon 
congress in future. 

The effect of the whdle act is this. 

All duties over 20 per cent. ad valorem, shall by 
a series of reductions, be brought down to that 
amount. , 

These are duties on the protected articles. 

They shall reach that point, Dec. 1842. 

From that time the duty may be diminished, on 
ali articles, below 20. per cent.—but not raised 
above it. 

Before that time, rates less than 20 may be alter- 
ed, by raising or lowering—provided, always, they 
are kept below 20. | 

There is, then, no discretion allowed to congress 
at any time hereafter, to raise any duty higher than 
20 per cent. 

It may lower duties on some contingencies. 

It may vary them, on others; still keeping them 
below 20 per cent. 

But it cannot, in any state of the country, in war 
or peace. 

On any article of luxury, raise a duty above 20 
per cent. 

This appears to me most extraordinary legisla- 
tion. 

What will be our condition in 1842. 

We shall be under the influence of this restraint. 

Our hands will be tied. We can impose no du- 
ty higher than 20 per cent. 

II. Does the bill surrender, as far as such a mea- 
sure can surrender, the constitutional principle. 

I think it does, 

1. The words in the 3d § can have no meaning 
but as a pledge, that duties shall be laid with no re- 
gard to protection. Their immediate author admits 
them to be immaterial, as words of enactment.— 
They express only opinions. Opinions may be ex- 
pressed in resolutions, not in laws. 

We cannot enact opinions. 

It is said gentlemen on the other side do not con- 
sider them as a pledge. Their silence is eloquence. 

They do not halloo till they are out of the wood. 
They are apledge. They are intended to be so, and 
will be so regarded. 

2. Specific duties, and discrimination, are both 
abandoned, as to all protected articles. 

It is said may be used, under provisoin § 5. But 
these are unprotected articles. 

As to all protected articles, therefore, discrimi- 
nation is given up. 

Now, this is just what South Carolina has con- 
tended for. 

All her late papers insists on this, and tt is here 
surrendered. It is just the exact reverse of the 
whole doctrines of Mr. Clay heretofore. 

The compromise, then, is a surrender, on one 
side, of the permanent principle; and an allowance, 
on the other, of a few years longer enjoyment. 

For a poor lease for 8 years, we surrender the in- 
heritance. y 

We say to South Carolina, ‘sacrifice your tem- 
porary interests, and we will sacrifice our perma- 
nent principles.” 

Give us an annuity—pension us—put us on half 
pay for 9 years and we will surrender the constitu- 
tion. 

You insist there shall be no discrimination. You 
insist on an equal ad valorem. Let us enjoy our 
present advantages 9 years, and we will consent 
that your construction shall be engrafted on the con- 
stitution. 

Massachusetts will not make this surrender. - 

What will be our condition in 1842? A laughing 
stock to all nations. 4 theme for all the poets, lau- 





reate in the monarchies of Europe. 
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An admirable exainple of the power of self-go- 
vernment. . 

Stales surrendered power to congress. Congress 
manacled itself! A spectacle to all nations. 

1, We cannot make commercial treaties— 

2. Wecannot countervail foreign legislation ! ! 

- Suppose we had applied a similar principle to 
our navigation, at any fixed rate, we should not have 
had a ship in any English trade. 

If we were under a colonial system, would our 
condition be worse than this. 

{$A conqueror could not well leave us less masters 
of our own legislution. , 

Discrimination is every thing, tn all countries. 

Prohibition—impracticable. 

Free lists—inadequate. 

Mere incidental protection from eq él ad valorem, 
nothing. 

Mr, C. always argued so. 

Discriminating and specific duties are the whole 
substantial power. 

I am asked, “what will Ido, when discrimina- 
nation will not suffice?” 

I answer—We can do no more. 

But thatis enough. It will accomplish all our 
purposes. : 

We cannot protect things essential to national 
independence. Gen. Smith’s amendment. 

Where do we get the power, to impose these re- 
straints? 2 

We are agents, not owners. 

Public servants, not proprietors of the constitu- 
tion. : 

This bill the last will and testament of the 22d 
congress. 

The answer always is, this bill will be repealed 
before 1842. The country will not tolerate it. 

Then, why pass it? 

But, who will repeal it? Will gentlemen them- 
selves? 

Afier they have enjoyed its benefils for nine years, 
will they sland up to repealit, just at the time, when 
the enjoyment of the other side commences? 

They cannot well do it. 

They say, “the south will see the folly of it, and 
consent to the repeal.”” This admits it to be un- 
repealable, except by consent—to be a compact. 

Practical difficulties. 20 percent. on the value. 

What is the rule of value? Cotton. 

1. Does it supercede the minimum. 

2. Does it act on the minimum value. 

8. Does it adopt value, according to § 7, of 1832, 
and consider minimums or duties. Different re- 
sults. 

Cloth at 8 cents a yard. 

In 1 case, duties less than 2 cents a yard. 

In 2cases, * “6 6 1-2 do. 

In 8 cases, ‘* 6 5 1-5 do. 

Which is right? 

Iron. What rule of value? Is law practicable? 

Sugar. Nota fraction of a cwt. and not 2 years, 
but a variation on every invoice. 

Practical operation. 

1, As a measure of finance, objectionable; because 
diminution of duties, in some. cases, will increase 
revenue. 

Bring articles now at 30, down to 20, it will in- 
crease revenue. READY MADE CLOTHING—BOOTS 
AND SHOES, &c. 

- Spirits. 

Asa measure of public policy, it subjects us to 
foreign Jegislation—restrains us in our means of 
self-defence. 

As to effects on particular interests. 

1. Cottons. it will destroy all printing establish- 
ments— Lowell memorial—read. 

2. It will break up all sinall capitalists in the cot- 
ton business. 

Mr. Lawrence, Mr. Otis. 

II. Woollens. It will destroy this branch of bu- 
siness, 20 per cent. on wov/, and on woollens; de- 
stroys both. “ar 

Long before 1842. ‘This business will sink. 

It is just as well to make it free at once. It will | 
be a doomed interest—Its destruction forever. And 
it must sink. 

In this respect, the bill isan entire abandonment 
of the whole system. 

Immediately the less substantial establishments 
will fall. A rush into other branches will follow. 

The ruin of the woollen interests, is the ruin of 
the wool growing interests. ; 

Iron. Coal. The middle states—Glass. Sugar. 

Qg- The arlizans—the a:dze lists, &c. 

And why is this surrender made? What will be 
the effect. Is not the effect to give nullification a 
triumph, over the protecting system. _ 

The triumph over the manulactures is not to be 
completed in 9 years. 

Over the constitution and laws, it takes place at 





once, 


How is this expedient, since Mr. Clay has found | 
out, since the beginning of the session, that South 
Carolina means nothing but a law suit. All this sa- 
crifice is to be made, then, not to avoid civil war, 
but a war of processes. 

This measure can give no permanent peace. 

The country will not acquiesce in it. 

An attempt will be made, at next session, and at 
every session, to break up this compromise, and to 
relieve the constitution and congress from their 
shackles. 

They will feel bound to undo it. 

Will Pennsylvania consent to see this work of 
destruction to her interests go on? Never. 

She will make perpetual war against it. So will 
all the wool-growing country. So will all the coun- 
try of free labor. 


LETTER OF THE HON. HUGH L. WHITE, 

To the legislature of Tennessee, on declining fo obey 
certain of their resolutions of instruction, and re- 
signing the office of senator of the United States. 

IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES, JANUARY 13, 1840. 

Mr. White rose and addsessed the senate to the 
following effect: - 

Mr. President: I have a duty to perform this 
inorning; before we proceed to any regular order of 
the day. Presuming that the business of present- 
ing petitions is now over, I proceed to discharge it 
with as little delay as bordible. 


When I reached this place on the 29th of No- 
vember last, I was furnished by one of our officers 
with a letter which contained several resolutions 
adopted by the legislature of Tennessee, condemn- 
ing one of the votes given by the senators from that 
state, at the last session, and instructing them how 
to act in future, on many subjects. I believed my 
duty to my state and to the public would be best 
discharged by remaining in my seat, and continuing 
to attend to the business of the senate, in the man- 
ner I had been accustomed to do, until some of the 
subjects specifically mentioned in the resolutions 
should be placed before the body for discussion.— 
On this day of the last week thé honorable chair- 
man of,the committee on finance reported a bill, 
commonly called the sub-treasury bill, and gave 
notice that on this day he would ask for its con- 
sideration. This being one of the subjects men- 
tioned in the resolutions, the time has arrived when, 
in my opinion, it is respectful for the legislature of 
my state that I should present them to this body, 
to the end that the members of it, as well as the 
commnnity at large, may be made acquainted with 
what the general assembly has chosen to express 
as public opinion in Tennessee. I move that the 
preamble and resolutions which I now send to the 
pean? may be read, printed and laid on the 
table. 

After the resolutions had been read Mr. White 
proceeded and said: 

Mr. President: As I am. now a member of this 
body, and my instructions have been read and or- 
dered to be printed, I consider it proper that I 
should follow the example set by othef$, and make 
equally public the conclusions to which I have 
come in relation to them, 

The subjects of which they treat are of vital in- 
terest to the country, and I am anxious that the 
opinions 1 entertain and express upon them should 
neither be misunderstood nor misrepresented; I will, 
therefore, take the liberty of deviating from my 
usual course of delivering my sentiments, (which 
has been not even to use notes), and will now read 
the answer which I have prepared, and intend, 
without delay, to forward to the same body which 
adopted the resolutions. 

Mr. While then read his answer in the following 
words: 


To the honorable the general assembly of the siate of 
Tennessee. 


GENTLEMEN: On the 29th of November last, in 
the city of Washington, I received a copy of sun- 
dry preambles and six resolutions, which appear fo 
have been adopted by you on the 14th of that month, 
instructing your senators and requesting the repre- 
sentatives in the congress of the United States how 
to act on a variety of subjects. 


An answer to the resolutions would have been 
immediately given, had I not believed it my duty 
to remain at the post assigned tne by your prede- 
cessors, until some of the matters specified in them 
should be presented to the senate for its action.— 
Although I might entertain an opinion different 
from that employed by yourghonorable body, and 
might be unwilling to surrender that opinion, yet, 
if no case should be presented for the action of the 
senate, in relation to which such difference of opi- 
nion existed, I could perceive no good reason why 
1 should state what course | would pursue upon a 
subject which might never be presented for consi- 





~~ 
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deration. Now, however, bills are presented to the 
senate upon some of the subjects embraced in your 
resolutions, and I deem it my duty, without further 
delay, to inform you that I cannot obey the instruc. 
tions contained in some of those resolutions, and 
respectfully to assign some of the reasons which 
influence my conduct. 

That I may be the better understood, I will no- 
tice each of the resolutions in the order in which 
they are adopted. 

First. As one of your senators, I am instructed 
“to vote against the chartering, by congress, of a 
national bank.” 

This instruction corresponds with the opinion | 
have repeatedly expressed and acted on, and I could 
now feel no difficulty in conforming my vote to 
your wishes on this subject. 

Secondly. I am instructed “to vote for, and use 
all fair and proper exertions to procure the passage 
of the measure brought forward in the congress of 
the United States, commonly cailed'the sub- treasury 
bill, or independent treasury bill,’ &c. &e. 

The following, with many other reasons induced 
me to believe I ought not to comply with the in- 
structions contained in this resolution. 

It has often happened, and will generally be the 
case, that a considerable time must elapse between 
the receipt of public money from the debtor to the 
United States, and its disbursement to their credi- 
tors; during this interval, the money will be much 
more safe in the custody of well selected banks, 
than it can be in the hands of individuals, supposing 
them to be faithful. 

Suppose any one of your honorable body had one 
hundred thousand dollars of his own inoney, which 
he did not intend to use for six or nine months, and 
lived in the vicinity of a bank of respectable stand- 
ing, would he keep the money in his own house, 
under his own care, or would he deposite it in bank 
for safe-keeping until he wished to use it? If he 
was a prudent man, regarding his own interest, he 
certainly would deposite it. 

Are we, then, justified in taking less care of the 
people’s money than a prudent mnan would take of 
his own? With great deference to your better 
judgment, I think not. 

It often happens that the receiving officers have 
on hand much larger sums than that named in the 
supposed case, and as the sum is increased, and the 
time it is to be kept between its receipt and dis- 
buisement enlarged, the danger of loss, when in 
the hands of an individual, is increased likewise. 

Again. All experience teaches us that large suns 
of public money left in the hands of. individuals, 
will be misused and squandered. It will either be 
used by the individual himself for his own purpose, 
or loaned to importunate friends whom he may 
wish to accommodate, and who are sure not to be 
able to return it when called for. 

It is said, banks are irresponsible, therefore not 
to be trusted. In my opinion, generally they are 
more responsible than individuals. They have 
more means with which to pay, and if they fail to 
make payments when required, they are as much 
amenable to the process of a court of justice as in- 
dividuals are; and, in addition, they are to be found 
with inuch more certainty, as a corporation aggre- 
gate can very seldom abscond, or lenve the country, 
which an individual easily can, and often does do, 
when he misuses the public money. 

We need all the checks which can reasonably be 
imposed on our collecting and disbursing officers. 
Banks have been found to furnish one highly bene- 
ficial upon both of these classes. By a regulation 
between the treasury departinent and each deposite 
bank, the latter has been required at short periods 
to furnish its account current with the treasurer, 
and on the face of it to show all sums deposited to 
his credit, when such deposites ware made, and by 
whom. By comparing this account with the ac- 
counts furnished by the respective officers them- 
selves, it can readily be discovered whether they 
are misusing the public money or not. By the pro- 
posed change, and allowing the collector or receiver 
to be himself the keeper until the money is wanted 
for use, you have no check whatever, and the 
whole money received by an officer may be squan- 
dered before it is wanted for disbursement, without 
any means of detection. 

I, therefore, conclude the sub-treasury bill ought 
not to be passed, if there were no other objections 
to it save that of the public money being less se- 
cure. But there are other weighty objections. 

The only plausible reason which can be assigned 
why we should discard banks entirely and appoint 
sub-treasurers keepers of the public funds, must be, 
that the banks are unworthy of confidence. If that 
be so, does it necessarily follow that you ought 
either not to receive any bank notes in discharge 
of dues to the government, or, if received, that you 
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sited for safe- keeping, inmediately to call upon the 
banks for specie to their amount. It is absurd to 
say we will not deposite with the bank, because 
we have no confidence in it, and at the same time 
to allow our officers to receive bank notes and re- 
tain them in the hands of our officers up to the time 
we wish to pay the money away. There is less 
robability that the banks would redeem their notes 
in specie when called on, than that they would de- 
ny the payment of specie for money received on 
deposite. im : , 

The practice then of receiving nothing but specie 
from debtors, or of immediately converting the 
notes received into specie, and locking that up 
until the time of disbursement arrives, must be re- 
sorted to, in order to carry out your wishes. 

This I apprehend would be ruinous te society.— 
‘A large portion of the specie that might otherwise 
circulate would be withdrawn from the use of every 
person a considerable portion of each year. This 
would effect the prices of property, of labor, and of 
every thing else, and would render it next to im- 

ossible for even a prudent man, who happened to 
be in debt, ever to extricate himself. 

Besides this, the heavy draws for specie upon 
banks would compel them, in a short time, either 
to wind up orto do a very precarious business.— 
Whenever a suspension of specie payments would 
take place, we would have a depreciated paper cur- 
rency, on which to do the business of the country, 
and specie would become an article of merchandise. 
The man in office, or who had a job or contract 
with the government, would receive his salary or 
his pay in specie, which he would immediately sell 
for bank paper, recviving a premium of some ten 
or fifteen per centum, and with that paper pay his 
debts or purchase such property as he might wish. 
This practice is at this moment in operation. For 
every hundred dollars paid me as a member of con- 
gress, I can receive one hundred and eight or nine 
dollars in bank notes, and with them pay the land- 
lord who feeds or the tailor who clothes me. 

It has appeared to me, if we commence this en- 
tire operation which your resolution contemplates, 
and go into this thorough hard money system, we 
shall presently, in Tennessee especially, be in a de- 
plorabie condition. Look at its effects: all debts 
and tax¢s are to be paid to the federal government 
in hard money, or in bank notes, for which the 
specie will be 1mmediately received, and the specie 
thus received is to be locked up securely, until it 
is paid out in discharge of some debt due by the 
governinent. Suppose our first year’s taxes paid 
in all the states, amounting to some twenty-five or 
thirty millions of dollars; that is only to be returned 
into circulation when the federal government pays 
the debts which it owes. What chance will Ten- 
nessee have to receive, by federal disbursement, 
any portion of what she may have paid? We have 
no forts, no foundaries, no arsenals, no fortifications, 
no army, no navy, navy yards, or dry docks. In 
short, we have next to no objects upon which the 
federal government expends money, therefore none 
We must pay up 
our full proportion of ail indirect taxes in hard 
money, with a certainty that little or none of it 
would be returned to us by federal expenditures, 
and, in the course of a very few years, we must be 
drained of every hard dollar we now have. 

There is another class of objections against this 
measure, entitled, I think, to still more grave consi- 
derations: the additions it will make to the powers 
of the federal executive. Every officer with which 
the money is to be deposited, or left for safe-keep- 
ing, will be appointed by the president, and re- 
movable at his pleasure. We might as well give it 
to the president himself as entrust it to those whom 
he can and will control. 

This plan will multiply officers, and increase 
considerably our expenses at its commencement, 
and, in the end, no man can foresee the swarms of 
dependents it may generate, and the additions it 
may occasion to our expenditures of the public 
money. 

By the use of the patronage already belonging 
to that officer, we ail know and feel that a large 
portion of the power vested in the legislative de- 
partment exists only in name; itis in substance 
vested in, and expressed by, the president as he 
wills; shall we, then, give him a controlling pow. 
er over all the pecuniary resources of the federal 
government? For one, I cannot consent to it. 

Lastly, this sub-treasury is nothing bunt a step. 
Ping stone toa bank created by the federal govern- 
nent, bottomed on its own funds, attached to the 
treasury department, and all placed at the control 
of the president, or of those who will never have 
any will which does not correspond with his. 

It appears to me no reasonable man can think, if 
we commence this system, we are to stop short of 
such a bank. 





Let one year only pass with all your revenue in 
specie, and that locked up, your state banks and 
paper currency deranged, and what then? Those 
who may wish to carry out this system will then 
recur to the sound doctrine advanced by the late 
president (Jackson), ‘that the money of the coun- 
try ought not to be kept locked up by the govern. 
ment, any more than the arms belonging tothe citi- 
zens; both will be sure to be misused.” And it 
will be urged that society is suffering for a sound 
circulating medium. We must pass a law autho- 
rising this money to be loaned, the interest will 
ease us of the payment of such taxes, and, by cir- 
culating treasury notes or drafts drawn by one of} 
these treasurers upon another, we will have a sound 
paper currency, good every where, and bottomed 
on a metalic basis. This doctrine will become the 
democratic doctrine, and every man who opposes it 
will be denounced as a bank bonght federalist; the 
law will pass, and, in due form, we shall have the 
treasury bank. And what then? 

The purse and the sword will be united, and apow- 
er to increase the purse,as need may require, not by 
adding eagles and hard dollars to our funds, but by 
issues of paper in such sums as may be deemed 
necessary and proper. This bank, with its pecu- 
niary means, and the credit and resources it will 
possess, can either destroy or render subservient to 
the views of the executive any state bank which 
may be in existence. The whole moneyed power, 
not only of the federal government, but of all state 
banks, being thus placed in the handsof the pre- 
sident, he will be able to control the destinies of 
the country. 

His will becomes the law of the land. He will 
never again have to appeal to ‘he sober second 
thoughts of the ‘people’? to carry any favorite mea- 
sure. His first recommendation will always secure 
its speedy enactment into a law. 

In the views which I take of this subject, I may 
be in error; but they are sincerely entertained. In 
the first instance, I placed my vote against it, un- 
der the belief that such were the sentiments of the 
people I represented. Afterwards, I was instruct. 
ed by the legislature to continue my opposition. ] 
did so, from a conviction that I was right; and 
nothing would give me more pleasure than to con- 
form my vote to your wishes, if the measure were 
an ordinary one, or if { believed the error of sanc- 
tioning it could be corrected; but, believing, as I 
do, that the power once granted to the executive 
can never be recailed, and that its exercise will 
take from the people that freedom of thought and 
of action which alone entitles our government to be 
considered free, { most respectfully but decidedly 
state that I cannot and will not obey the instruction 
contained in your second resolution. 

Your third resolution urqualifiedly condemns the 
provisions of a bill of the last session, entitled a 
bill to prevent the interference of certain federal 
officers in elections, declares the same to bea vio- 
lation of the constitution of the United States, un- 
qualifiedly condemns the vote given in favor of said 
bill by my colleague and myself, and instructs 
your senators to vote against, and to use all fair | 
aud proper exertions to prevent, the passage of the 
same, or any similar bill. 

When my colleague and myself gave our votes 
in favor of that bill, we acted under the same so 
lemn sanction of an oath to support the constitu- 
tion of the United States that the members of your 
honorable body did when they voted in favor of this 
condemnatory resolution. We had the benefit of 
very able arguments both for ang against the bill. 
We examined it with all the care we could, and 


came to the conclusion that it was not unconstitu- | zen who holds no office. 


But there is a higher earthly tribunal than your 
honorable body that will judge both your vote and 
mine, and pass sentence dispassionately, without 
any predisposition to ungualifiedly condemn either 
of us, but in charity hoping that each believed, 
when giving kis vote, he was acting correctly. To 
that tribunal, then, our common constituents, through 
you, thetr immediate representatives, I beg leave 
respectfully and briefly to assign some of the rea- 
sons which iufluenced the vote complained of. 

very officer nained in that bill bolds his office 
atthe will of the president, and is liable to be dis- - 
inissed whenever it is the pleasure of the president 
to dismiss him. Each and every one of the offices 
is created by act of congress. The qualification 
for the office, the dexure of it, and the duties to be 
perforined by the officers, are, and were, matters 
of legislative enactment. The president has no 
power to dismiss or control one of these officers, 
inerely because he is president, but because con- 
gress by luw gave hin that power. The bill itself 
expressly provided that all these officers should be 
secure in the right to vote on all elections, accord- 
ing te their own judgment, and only forbade their 
intesference to control and influence the votes of 
others. os 

I attirm that congress had the power to create 
these offices or not at its pleasure. That, when 
they were created, congress could prescribe the 
duties of the officers. That, if it had been deemed 
necessary, congress could have enacted that the 
officers should hold the office during good beha- 
vior; but that if any one of the officers interfered 
to influence the votes of others, in any election, 
either state or federal, it should be a misdemeanor 
in office, for which he shonld be dismissed. 

When the bill complainec of was under conside- 
ration, congress had exactly the same power over 
the subject that it had when the cffices were first 
creating. They might have repealed the law en- 
tirely, and thus have turned out every one of these 
Officers. 

Suppose, instead of the bill complained of, a 
bill had been introduced and passed, stating that, 
whereas these officers were in the habit of inter- 
fering to influence the votes of the citizens in elec- 
tions, therefore, be it enacted, that the law creat- 
ing their offices should be repealed, &c. would 
your honorable body venture the opinion that such 
law wonld have been unconstitutional and that 
these officers would still have remained in office? 
I think not. 

On the question of constitutional power, there 
can be no distinction between the case supposed, 
and the bill complained of. If the one would have 
been constitutional, so is the other. 

Prior to the year 1820, these officers held their 
office during pleasure. Congress then believed 
many of them had misdemeaned themselves, were 
defauiters, &c ; and, with a view to provide a reme- 
dy, on the 15th of May, in that year, an act was 
passed changing their tenure, and limiting each of 
them to the term of four years, and nade them re- 
moveable at pleasure within these four years. Has 
it ever been thought thal that act was unconstitu- 
tional? Not at all. Yet such an objection might 
have been urged with much more force in that case 
than in this. 

The only reason,assigned in your resolution why 
this bill was unconstitutional is, that if took from 
these officers the liberty of speech, and the consti- 
tution provides that “congress shall pass no law 
abridging the freedom of speech and oi the press.” 

This provision in the constitution was intended 
for the safety and protection of the common citi- 
It was foreseen that those 


tional, and, believing that the prevailing practice | in office might abuse their trust, and, to protect - 


of the president interfering in elections, both state 
anid federal, through the instrumentality of officers 
who hold their places during his pleasure, called 
loudly for a remedy, we voted in favor of its pas- 
sage. 

If your decision was final, I wonld not be so 
childish as to ask of you to reconsider the consti- 
tutional question. 

To men of ordinary capacity, or equivocal 
moral character, I might make such a request, from 
a belief that the decision was a hasly one, produc- 
ed by some ertraneous influence, and that a more 
deliberate investigation of the subject might lead 
to. a different conclusion; but, when I reflect that 


themselves against exposure, wight pass laws re- 
straining the citizens from censuring them, either 
‘in speeches or through the press. Now, in your 
resolution, you exacily reverse the matter, and 
suppose it was intended to protect the instruments 
of the president, who hold office at his will, in their 
endeavors to influence and mislead the people in 
elections. During the administration of the elder 
Mr. Adams, many complaints were made and 
charges urged, both in speeches and through the 
press, by the citizens, against him and those in office 
under him. With a view to silence the cilizens, 
and to maintain and shield thosein office, the sedi- 
tion law was passed. The republicans, one and 








the leading members of that majority which passed 
the resolution are men as much distinguished by 


all, condemned it as unconstitutional and unjust, 
and they were right in such condemnation. 





their moral character as by their tntellectual attain- 
ments and deep research on objects connected with | 
constitutional law, and see that my vote is not | 
only “condemned,” bui “unqualifiedly condemned,” | 
{ cannot hope that one of my humble pretensions | 
could urge any thing which would occasion even 
a doubt in your minds of the correctness of your 


| decision. 


Your resolution maintains now, exactly the same 
doctrines then advanced by the federalists. They 
wished to silence the people, that they might retain 
their places and power; and your resolution seeks 
to allow the officeholders to go forth with all their 
power and influence, to mislead and corrupt the 
people, obtain their votes in elections, and thus re- 
tain their offices with all their emoluments. 
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Does your honorable body intend to affirm that 
congress has no power to regulate the conduct of 
this class of officers? Are they to be allowed to go 
forth on days of election, and, with a view to pro- 
cure votes for the president or his favorites, pro- 
mise money or offices, jobs or contracis, by which 
much money may be made with but little labor? 
The officeholder, in making these promises to influ- 
ence voters, would be using his powers of speech, 
which the resolution affirms congress cannot abridge 
or lessen. If the proposition can be maintained, 
then congress had better go home,and yield up 
every thing to the president and the corps who hold 
office at his pleasure. 

We will after a little reflection, perceive that this 
- resolution not only, unqualifiedly condemns your 
senators for their vote, but necessarily the conduct 
and opinions of others whom the country has most 
delighted to honor. 


The only reason assigned in your resolution why 
this bill was unconstitutional is, that it abridged the 
Sreedom of speech. If you are correct, how dare 
Mr. Jefferson, ‘‘the apostle of liberty,” in his letter 
to governor McKean, use the language he did on 
this subject? Still more, when he caine into office 
as president, why did he dare to issue his circular 
Jetter, prohibiting this class of officers, on pain of 
dismissal, from interfering in elections further than 
to give their own votes? He was sworn to support 
the constitution, and if congress abridges the tree- 
dom of speech, secured by the constitution, by the 
enactments proposed in this bill, it folluws clearly 
that the president in his circular, violaled the sume 
provision, by pronouncing the like penally for the 
like offence. I defy any person to condemn the one 
without condemning the other; unless, indeed, we 
suppose there is a class of politicians who believe 
the constitution does not, and ought not, to impose 
any restraint upon the president. I fear sucha sect 
has lately sprung up, and is increasing. It cannot 
be too speedily suppressed. 


The late president, general Jackson, in his inau- 
gural address, when “he was fresh from the peo- 
ple,” ineuleated the same doctrine with Mr. Jetfer- 
son. “To prevent the patronage of the govern- 
ment from being brought into conflict with the 
freedom of elections, was a duty inscribed in cha- 
racters too legible to be misunderstood,”? &c. was 
the strong language he then used. How was this 
duty to be discharged? Did we not, one and all, 
believe he would discharge it as Mr. Jefferson had 
done? If, then, these presidents could, without vio- 
lating the constitution, prohibit these officers from in- 
lerfering in elections, why could not congress, by its 
enactments, probibit them likewise? 

No satisfactory answer con be given to this ques- 
tion. 


The president already had the power vested in 
him to dismis3 these officers at his pleasure; and 
congress unquestionably had the power to limit his 
discretion, by specifying the cases in which he 
should exercise it. If, then,.my colleague and I 
erred on this question of power, with great defer- 
ence I submit that the company with which our 
opinions were associated ought, at least, to have 
softened the asperity of the language in which our 
condemnation was personae If there was any 
one subject above all others upon which I believed 
my colleague and I could not mistake the senti- 
ment of our constituents, it was that embraced in 
that bill, 


To prevent the president, through those officers, 
from interfering in elections, was a theme upon 
whieh the friends of the late president (Jackson) 
had dwelt the most, both in and out of congress. 
In 1826, a committee of the senate, of which I was 
avery humble member, through their chairman, 
had made a most able report, the principles of which 
were applauded by the whole party, and by our state 
in particular. Upon them, mainly, general Jackson 
came into power; he gave them his solemn sanction 
in his inaugural address, in presence of thousands 
of witnesses. I had been twice elected after my 
opinions were well known upon this subject; and 
now, when I endeavor faithfully to carry them out, 
to be ungualijiedly condemned for doing so, and that 
by those who then professed to think as I sincerely 
did, was what I did notanticipate. I am sure that, 
upon this subject, my practice has corresponded with 
my professions. Still, I should feel degraded, if I 
were to pronounce any old associate a traitor, or liken 
him to Benedict Arnold, because at this time he dis- 
agrees with me in opinion. 

They are greatly mistaken who suppose the ob- 
ject of this bill was to take from this class of offi- 
cers any right whatever. Precisely the reverse 
was the intention. It was to emancipate them from 


was to enable every man of them to vote accord- 
ing to the dictates of bis own judgment, and to ab- 


| proportion of this fund as an 
the slavish bondage in which they were held. It! 





solye them from the painful alternative of being 
compelled, not only to vote, but to electioneer for 
candidates, not of their choice, but of the president, 
on pain of dismissal from office. we : 

he great object was to prevent the president 
froma controlling the people in the choice of their of- 
ficers, state and federal. This class of officers, 
whose dally bread for their families depended on 
executive favor, were constrained, as a part of their 
official duty, not only to vote as the president wished, 
but to endeavor to influence others to do so likewise. 
If they did not perform this. duty, they were dis- 
missed, and, with their families, left to starve. An 
enlightened stategman ouce called them ‘the enlist- 
ed soldiers of the president.” 

A politician, who knows as well as any. other 
man the motives by which men are influenced in 
relation to elections, says: ‘*‘Whenever he sees an 
officeholder interfering in elections, he concludes 
he is thinking of his salary and his bread, and is a 
very unfit adviser of the people.” By the passage 
of this bill it was hoped the instruments for mis- 
leading the people would be taken from the presi- 
dent; that these “enlisted soldiers” would be dis- 
charged from electioneering duties, and yet receive 
their pay; and that, if they performed the duties of 
their offices faithfully, they might safely vote ac- 
cording to the dictates of their own judgment, 
and yet be secure in “their salaries and their daily 
bread.” 

By your fourth resolution, as one of your sena- 
tors, 1 am instructed to ‘vote against the measure 
heretofore brought before congress, which had for 
its object the distribution among the states of the 
proceeds of the sales of the public lands.” In jus- 
tice to myself, as well as to my constituents, I must 
be permitted to state the manner in which my mind 
has operated on this subject at different times, and 
under different circumstances. 

When a bill was first introduced, having such 
distribution as that spoken of for its object, I voted 
avainst its passage, and in favor of the veto of the 
chief magistrate, on the ground that no such distri- 
bution ought to be made until the public debt was 
all paid. 

Upon looking into the deeds by which those lands 
were ceded to the United States by the respective 
states, I found that they were- conveyed in trust, 
to pay out of the proceeds of their sales our public 
debt then owing by the United States, and that the 
residue should be for the joint benefit of each of 
the several states, including those making the ces- 
sions. 

At that time a portion of the public debt was un- 
paid, and I deemed it improper to distribute any 
part of this fund until the debt was fully discharg- 
ed, that being the primary object of the donors. 

When a like bill was afterwards introduced, I not 
only voted for it, but gave it such support as my 
feeble abilities enabled me. 

By this time the public debt had been fully 
paid, and we had a very large sum in the treasury 
beyond the necessary wants of the federal govern- 
ment. 

I could not doubt the power of congress to make 
the distribution, because there was an express trust 
that this fund should be for the use of the respective 
states; we had a large sum on hand which I thought, 
in honesty, belonged to the states, and the propor- 
tion belonging to Tennessee,I believed, would be 
highly useful in enabling her to make internal im- 
provements, and in providing a system for the edu- 
cation of those who might be unable to bear the ex- 
penses of educating themselves. In addition to 
these considerations, I perceived, if this large sum 
was not distributed, it would encourage a system of 
extravagant expenditures inconsistent with the wel- 
fare of the country. 

I still believe these views were sound, and that, 
if I committed any error, it was not giving my sup- 
port to the first bill as well as the last. I believe it 
would be unwise, perhaps unconstitutional, for the 
federal government to impose taxes for the purpose 
of collecting more money than is necessary to carry 
out its affairs, to the end that it might have a sur- 
plus to distribute among the states: but this fund 
stands on a different ground: it is a trust fund, which 
belongs not to the federal but to the state govern- 
ments. 

The ordinary duties necessary and proper for the 
regulation of our commerce with foreign nations 
ought to be sufficient to bring into the treasury as 
much money as would defray the economical ex- 
penses of the federal government, and each of the 
states ought to receive its fair proportion of the pro- 
ceeds of the sales of the public lands. 

I consider Tennessee as honestly entitled to her 
of your honorable 
body is to a tract of land devised to him by his 
father. It appears to me even at this time our state 
very much needs her proportion of this fund, and 


that in a short time we shall be much more in want 
of it. Your honorable body may be satisfied that a 
majority of our citizens are willing to relinquish 
their interest in this fund, but Iam not so satisfied, 
and, as a senator.in congress, I will not do any act 
by which such an idea Isto be sanctioned. It ma 
be, in the course of a very short*time, that this fund 
will be indispensably necessary to save our citizens 
from heavy taxation, and I should never forgive 
myself if, by yielding to your instructions, I did 
an act which produced a serious injury to the peo- 
ple who have so long honored me with their confi- 
dence. : 

By the last clauses in your fourth resolution, I 
am instructed to vote for graduating the price of the 


- public lands, and for granting pre-emption rights to 


occupants. 

These instructions correspond with the opinions 
I have maintained and acted on; therefore, I should 
find no difficulty in conforming to your wishes in 
relation to thein. . 

In the fifth resolution, your instructions are ‘‘to 
vote for and use all fair and proper exertions to pro. 
cure the passage of a Jaw repeaiing the duties on 
imported salt.” 

This subject has been before the senate on seve- 
ral occasions since I have been a member, and my 
votes have ever been in favor of removing this duty, 
and I should still conform my conduct to my settled 
conviction that my past course on this subject has 
been correct. . 

In your sixth resolution you state that you “hear- 
tily approve the leading measures and policy of the 
administrations of Andrew Jackson and Martin 
Van Buren,” and instruct ‘your senators to support 
in good faith the leading measures anc policy as 
brought forward and advocated by the present. pre- 
sideut of the United States, and to use all fair and 
proper exertions to carry out, sustain, and accom- 
plish the same.” 

The phraseology of this resolution is so general 
and indefinite that I ain not sure I comprehend the 
meaning of your bonorable body; but believe you 
intend that I shall support all the leading measures 
of the chief magistrate, as well those hereafter to 
be brought forward as those heretofore recommend- 
ed. To.instructious of this description I could not, 
with propriety, pay any attention whatever. 

Our fathers and statesmen believed they had done 
much towards the security of civil liberty when, 
by the constitution, they divided the great powers 
conferred into three departinents, each, in its sphere, 
independent of the othertwo. These were the le- 
gislative, the executive, and the judicial. 

If the powers of any two of these departments 
should be placed in the same hands, the whole ma- 
chinery of the government is destroyed, and the 
checks interposed are removed. 

You instruct your senators to conform their votes 
on all the leading measures to the will of the presi- 
dent, who is at the head of the executive depart- 
ment. If you have aright to give such instruc- 
tions, and your senators are bound to obey, every 
other legislature in the union has the same right, 
and their senators would be equally bound to yield 
obedience. 

Why not let the president at once make the law 
and then execute it? If we are bound to vote as 
he recommends, it is a solemn mockery to consult 
us at all. The law would not be the will of the 
senate, but the will of the president. By this pro- 
cess the whole legislative power would be yielded 
up and surrendered to the executive. 

I have been educated to believe that continued 
watchfulness and constant jealousy of those in pow- 
er are essential to the preservation of liberty. 

Your honorable body would now teach me a dif- 
ferent lesson, and, instead of being a sentinel on 
the watchtower to guard the liberty of my consti- 
tuents, I am to betake myself to slumber, examine 
nothing, but vote on all leading measures as the pre- 
sident may recommend. 

If this be the kind. of service to which your se- 
nators are to be applied, I never can perforin it, and 
feel myself unsuited toa station which I have here- 
tofore considered most honorable as well as confi- 
dential. 

After your resolutions shall have performed their 
wonted office, and my resignation shall have been 
received, before electing my successor, I hope in 
your wisdom you will either rescind or expunge 
this sixth resolution. Our common constituents, 
the free and chivalrous citizens of Tennessee, I 
hope will ever be represented in the senate by those 
whose principles and feelings are in accordance 
with their own; and while this resolution is suffer- 
ed to remain, no man can accept that high station 
but one who is himself enslaved, and fit only to re- 
present those in the like condition with himself,, 

I have now tronbled you with all the remarks [ 





deem it necessary to make upon your six resolutions, 
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taken separately, but do not feel that I will have, 
discharged my whole duty until 1 have shown the 
deduction to be drawn from them when connected- 
ly considered. ‘They contain the political creed of 
the present chief magistrate of the United States, 
as expressed through. his friends in the Tennessee 
legislature; and what is it? ; 

By the 2d resolution it 1s proved he wishes the 
whole moneyed power of the United States vested 
‘in him and subject to his control. 

By the 3d it is proved he will not agree that the 
patronage and power he now exercises shall be 
either lessened or regulated by law. 

By the 4th it is proved that, in order to have full 
coffers, he wishes the states to surrender their right 
to the moneys arising from the sales of the public 
lands; and : 

By the 6th itis proved that he wishes congress 
‘compelled to vote for every leading measure he may 
recommend, and I am instructed in good faith to 
give my aid to maintain this creed. 

These instructions I cannot and will not obey. 
So far from it, my creed upon these points is: 

ist. That the power over the public purse ought 
to be constantly kept under the control of the legis- 
lature. 

2d. That the patronage as well as the expendi- 
tures of the executive are already too large, and 
ought to be reduced. 

3d. That, instead of surrendering the rights of the 
states to any portion of the public moneys, they 
ought to adhere tu those rights, and in due season 
Leak for a fair distribution of the land funds; 
an 

Lastly, for no consideration ought we to agree 
that any other portion of the legislative power shall 
be vested, either directly or indirectly in the presi- 
dent, save that which is already vested in him by 
the constitution of the United States. 

At last, no person can help seeing that the differ- 
ence between your honorable body and myself is, 
that you wish to add to the power and patronage of 
the executive; I wish to lessen his power and pa- 
tronage. 

On the decision of this contest by the American 
people, in my opinion, the liberty of the country 
depends. Should your creed prevail, ere long the 
whole legislative power vested in congress by the 
constitution will be transferred, substantially, to the 
president, and the only use of congress will be 
to stand between the president and public odium, 
when laws are enacted which are disapproved by the 
people. 

In addition to this, the election of state officers 
and state legislation will be regulated according to 
the will of the executive of the union. Should 
mine prevail, the states will retain the powers they 
now possess—the powers of the federal govern- 
inent will remain divided into different departments 
in substance as well as form. Which of these creeds 
will best secure the liberty, the happiness and pros- 
perity of the people, I cheerfully submit for deci- 
sion to the freemen of Tennessee. 

In England, this would be the common contest 
between the prerogative of the crown and the pri- 
vileges of the people. Those maintaining your 
side would be called tories, those maintaining mine 
would be called whigs. Here, it is a contest be- 
tween the patronage of the president and the right 
of suffrage of the people. I will not at present 
give those who maintain your creed any name— 
you may give those who maintain mine, any one 
you choose. ‘Names are nothing with me.” My 
motto is, ‘principles in preference to men;”’ while 
I sometimes think that of some of my opponents 
ought to be, “men without principles;” though I 
would be sorry to intimate that such a motto would 
suit your honorable body. 

I shall trouble you with no further observations 
on these important topics. It has been my aim to 
state my opinions with candor, and to imaintain 
them with firmness; but, at the same time, to treat 
your honorable body with the most perfect respect. 

I was called to the service of my state fifteen 
oe ago, without any solicitation on my part. 

Vith reluctance I accepted the high station I now 
occupy. I have been continued in it, perhaps, too 
long for the interest of the country. I have been 
thrice elected by the unanimous vote of your pre- 
decessors. My services have been rendered in 
times of high party excitement—sometimes threa- 
tening to burst asunder the bonds of this union— 
and your resolutions contain the high compliment 
that bitter political opponents can find only a solita- 
ry vote worthy, in hel? focement, of “unqualified 
condemnation.” 

I hope it will be in your power to select a suc- 
cessor who can bring into the service of the state 
more talents. I feel a proud consciousness more 

urity of intention, or more unremitting industry, 

€ never can, | 





For the sake of place, I will never cringe to pow- | 
er. You have instructed me to do those things 

which, entertaining the opinions I do, I fear I would 

not be forgiven for, either in this world or in the 

next; and, practising upon the creed I have long 

professed, I hereby tender to you my _ resignation 

of the trust confided to me as one of the senators 

from the state of Tennessee to the congress of the 

United States. 

Allow me toadd my sincere prayer that the gover- 
nor of the universe may so overrule our dissensions 
as to secure the liberty and promote the prosperity 
of our common constituents. : 

I have the honor to be, gentlemen, your obedient 
servant, HU. L. WHITE. 

Senate chamber, Jan. 11, 1840. 

After which, Mr. While proceeded and said: 

Mr. President, I have now finished my task; 
henceforth I am to cease being a member of this 
body. I cannot share with former associates the 
honors, the privileges, or the emoluments of a 
senator in the congress of the United States. At 
the same time I will be relieved from my portion 
of the labors, and from sharing with you the high 
responsibilities which necessarily pertain to the 
station. 

In taking my leave of you, in the utmost since- 
rity my prayers are, that, collectively and individu- 
allv, you may be enabled to pursue a course which 
will afford you the highest comforts in this life, and 
that your labors may be so blessed as to secure you 
the gréateful rememberance of the present and all 
succeeding generation. 





TWENTY-SIXTH CONGRESS—lIst SESSION. 
SENATE. 

January 23. The vice president communicated to 
the senate a message from the president of the U. 
States, in obedience to a resolution of the 17th inst. 
calling for all the correspondence between the 
American and British authorities in relation to the 
disputed boundary. 

On motion of Mr. Williams, 5,000 extra copies 
were ordered to be printed. 

Also, communication from the war department, 
containing a report of the surveys of the mouth of 
the Mississippi. 

The. following petitions were presented and ap- 
propriately referred, viz. 

By Mr. Buchanan: From citizens of the county 
and city of Philadelphia, asking that a steamboat 
may be built, to be employed in the revenue service 
in the Delaware bay. Mr B. commended this mea- 
sure to the committee on commerce by stating that 
a vessel of that character could no where be more 
usefully employed than in that quarter, as by the 
aid of a steam vessel, ships could be brought within 
the breakwater, where they would be entirely safe 
from the influence of storms. 

By Mr, Hubbard: From the legislative council of 
Wisconsin, asking the aid of the government in the 
construction of a penitentiary. 

By Mr. Crittenden: Staternents of the affairs of 
the Louisville and Portland canal company. 

By Mr. Grundy: From Thomas Elibert, asking 
remuneration for a horse lost in the military service 
of the United States. ° 

Mr. Tappan inquired of the chairman of the com- 
mittee for the District of Columbia if he was about 
to make a report in relation to the banks of the 
District of Columbia within a short period, as he 
had a measure to offer connectea with that subject. 

Mr. Merrick said he could net say exactly at 
what time the committee would be ready to report. 
The matter had been before the committee. Some 
of the banks had asked for a renewal of their char- 
ters, and others had not yet done so. 

Mr. Tappan then gave notice that he would, 
some time hence, bring in a bill to regulate the is- 
sues of the banks of the District of Columbia. 

Mr. Merrick submitted a motion inquiring into 
the expediency of so amending the 47th rule of the 
senate as to admit the reporter of the supreme court 
and the district attorney within the bar of the se- 
nate. 

The bill providing for the collection, safe-keep- 
ing and transfer of the public moneys, coming up 
again on the question of its passage— ; 

Mr. Henderson spoke at length in opposition to 
the bill, and collaterally in favor of a United States 
bank. 

Mr. Tuppan was understood to say that he had 
been desirous of speaking on. this subject, and still 
proposed to doso if the debate should be further 
protracted; but, if the bill could pass to-day, he 
would not by speaking delay its passage. 

._ Mr. Smith, of [ndiana, said: he final vote is 
about to be taken. Ina few minutes this bill. will 
pass, leaving this body. I donot rise to makea 
spéech on the bill. I view it merely as a portion of 


proposes to carry outits financial policy. I no longer 
war against the machine; it is useless here. It is 
against the policy that I desire to say a single part- 
ing word. The policy of the administration has 
heretofore been too equivocal to be understood; but, 
thanks to the senators who have supported this bill, 
they have come out openly and manfully, and have 
torn the mask from this measure. It is openly avow- 
éd and maintained here, that the policy of the ad- 
ministration is to crush the banks—to drive out of 
circulation paper money—to annihilate credit—to 
reduce the circulation to coin, or specie—to diminish 
the value of real and personal estate at least one- 
half—-to affect the price of produce and of free labor 
in alike proportion—to arrest all further state and 
individual enterprise and improvements. 


There can, therefore, no longer be any doubt in 
this matter. Let the states and individuals who 
have entered into contracts with reference to the 
state of currency atthe time, and who expected to 
pay ina like currency, no longer rely ou that delu- 
sive hope. The enterprising, industrious man, 
without capital, who relied on credit to aid his en- 
ergies, may abandon the idea. The bankg may pre- 
pare to wind up their concerns, if the governinent 
can force them todo so, and their debtors -to pay in 
gold and silver. The farmer may calculate on re- 
ceiving less than half his former prices for his_pro- 
duce. Let the free day laborer prepare for such 
times as he has never witnessed, as state and indi- 
vidual improvements must cease. In a word, let 
the federal officers, executive officers of the courts, 
and the capitalists of the nation look up and rejoice, 
but let all other classes prepare for the crisis. We 
have done all, at this and former sessions, we could, 
to arrest this fatal policy, to stay the hand uplifted 
to give the blow, but the executive arm has proved 
too strong for the legislative. The administration 
is inexorable. I have no hopes of arresting here this 
measure, or the policy of the administration. I sub- 
mit the matter to the people, who have the power, 
with them be it. I am now ready to give my vote 
against the bill. 


Mr. Merrick said he understood the senator from 
Ohio (Mr. Tappan) to signify that, if the debate 
should be continued till to-niorrow, Mr. T.in that 
case, wished to speak himself. [Mr. T. was under- 
stood to assent.] Mr. M. said it was his purpose to 
express his views and opinions in reference to this 
important matter. It was one on which he could 
not consent to give a silent vote. His constituents 
must know his reasons for opposing it. If the se- 
nator from Ohio wished to speak first, Mr. M. would 
give way. [Mr. Tuppan. No.] Then, as it was 
late, and the senate were wearied, Mr. M. moved an 
adjournment. 


On this question Mr. Tuppan demanded the yeas 
and nays, which were ordered; and the senate re- 
fused to adjourn by yeas 19—nays 21. 


Mr. Merrick said as the senate had seen fit to re- 
fuse hin the indulgence which he asked, though he 
was not aware of any motive which could induce 
the senate so to refuse, yet, as one of its members, 
he was bound to bow in this case to the will of the 
majority. But he did expect his request would be 
granted him, when he recollected the usual courtesy 
of the body, and when he had assigned what he 
thought a good reason for his request. He wished 
particularly to examine some papers on this subject, 
sent to the senate by the head of the government, 
which had heretofore remained in possession of the 
committee, and to which Mr. M. had no access. He 
had asked the chairman of the commiilee for them, 
buthad not obtained them till yesterday, when the 
late adjournment prevented him from examining 
them as he desired. As the senate thought proper 
not foallow hiin toexamine these papers, he should 
not say so much as he should have done if they had 
given him this opportunity. However, ashe was 
required to speak now or not at all, he would state 
some of his objections to the bill. 

Mr. M. now proceeded in his arguments against 
the bill, for nearly an hour, when he gave way to 

Mr. Smith, of Ia., who -moved an adjournment. 
Negatived by yeas and nays—yeas 18, nays 23. 

Mr. Merrick having concluded— 

Mr, Davis spoke for some time, chiefly in opposi- 
tion to a supposed effect of the bill, that it would 
reduce the prices of labor and capital. 

, The bill was now passed by yeas and nays as fol- 
ows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Brown, Buch- 
anan, Calhoun, Clay, of Aiabama, Cuthbert, Fulton, 
Grundy, Hubbard, -King, Linn, um kin, Mouton, 
Norvell, Pierce, Roane, Sevier, Smith, of Con. Strange, 
Tappan, Walker, Williams, Wright—24. 

NA YS—Messrs. Betts, Clay, of Ky. Clayton, Crit- 
tenden, Davis, Dixon, Henderson. Knight, Merrick, 
Nicholas, Phelps, Prentiss, Preston, Robinsen, Rug- 





the machinery of the administration by which it! 


gles, Smith, of Ind. White, Young—18. 
The senate then adjourned. 
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January 24. Mr. Sturgeon appeared and took his 
seat. - 

- ‘Lhe vice-president communicated to the senate the 
annual report of the commissioner of the patent of- 
fice; laid on the table. 

Mr. Buchanan presented a memorial from a num- 
ber of citizens of the state of Peunsylvania, asking 
congress (o impose a moderate duty upon the Im- 
portation of silks, which was referred to the com- 
mittee on finance. | 

Mr. King presetited a memorial from the legisla- 
ture of Wisconsin territory, in relation to ports and 
harbors. . sa 

Mr. Young presented a petition from citizens of 
Illinois, praying that their pre-emption rights may 
not be set aside by claims of certain Polish exiles. 

Mr. Clay, of Alabama, from the committee on 
public lands, asked to be discharged from the con- 
sideration of the memorial of the Columbus and 
Portsmouth turnpike company. 

Also, from the meinorial of the general assembly 
of Alabaina, asking a new land district. 

Mr. Linn, from the committee on private land 
claims, reported the bill to enable claimants to try 
the validity of their claims to lands in Missouri and 
Arkansas. | 

Mr. Norvell, from the committee on public lands, 
reported « bill to create an additional land office in 
Michigan. 

Mr. King, from the committee on commerce, made 
a report on the memorial of Edinuud Fanning in re- 
lation to an exploring expedition. The memorialist 
stated the cost of the expedition at $150,000, and 
asked congress for $50,000 intending to make up 
the balance from private sources. The committee 
thought the prayer unreasonable, and ought not to 
be granted. | 

The senate proceeded to consider, as the special 
order, the biil to establish a board of commissioners 
to hear and examine claims against the United 
States. 


Mr. Hubbard explained and advocated the bill, 
stating that it was the same in form which was 
passed by a majority of about two-thirds of the 
senate at the last session of congress. 

The bill was advocated by Messrs. Hubbard, 
Smith, of Connecticut, Merrick, Giundy, Prentiss 
and Davis. 

It was opposed by Messrs. Culhoun, Sevier, Tap- 
pan, Strange and Henderson, 

Mr. Tuppan moved to aimend the bill by making 
the decisions of the commissioners final in all cases 
involving not more than $5,000, but subsequently 
withdrew the motion. 

On motion of Mr Hubbard, the further considera- 
tion of the bill was postponed till Monday next. 

The senate proceeded to the consideration of exe- 
cutive business, and soon after adjourned to Mon- 
day next. 


January 27. Mr. Websterand Mr. Talmadge ap- 
peared this morning, and, after being duiy qualified, 
took their seats. 

The vice president communicated to the senate a 
report from the war deparfinent, in compliance with 
a resolution of the 30th ult. inquiring what amount 
of noney would be necessary to complete the Cum- 
berland road through the states of Ohio, Indiana and 
lilinois. 

Also from the navy department, transmitting an 
account of the appropriations for the naval service 
for the year 1839, showing the amount expended 
and the balance remaining in the treasury. 

Also from the president of the United States, con- 
taining the correspondence between Mr. Stevenson 
and the British government in relation to the ne- 

roes belonging to citizens of the United States set 
free by the authorities of Bermuda and at the Ba- 
hamas, 

Also, from the navy department, in compliance 
with a resolution of the 2d March last, asking the 
amount that would be required for the military and 
naval defence of the country. ; 

The following were presented and appropriately 
referred: 

By Mr. White, of Indiana: From citizens of Mil- 
waukie, remonstrating against the confirmation of 
the land titles of Francis Laventure and others, 
and remonstraling at the same time against the 
memorial of the legislature of Wisconsin, asking 
that confirmation, on the ground that several mem- 
bers of said legislature were personally interested 
in said claim. i. 

Also, two memorials from citizens of Wisconsin, 
to the same efiect. 

By Mr. Prentiss: From Pamela Allen, widow of 
Samuel Allen, a soldier of the revolution, praying 
fora pension. 

By Mr. Sevier: 
tablishing of a port of entry at Van Buren, in the 
stale of Arkansas. 








By Mr. Wright: From citizens of Albany county, 
New York, in relation to a mail route. ? 

By Mr. Sturgeon: From citizens of Franklin 
county, Pennsylvania, asking a reduction of the 
price of postage. 

By Mr. Walker: From Henry Wood, asking re- 
muneration for goods seized while he was a licens- 
ed trader among the Indians. 

By Mr. Clay: From citizens of Gettysburg, Pa. 
in relation to the culture of silk. 

By Mr. Merrick: From James Williains, asking 
to be relieved from a judgment obtained against 
him as surety for Henry Ashton, late marshal of the 
District of Columbia. 

A report made by Mr. Davis from the committee 
on cominerce in relation to allowing the Steam 
Navigation company of Europe a drawback on the 
coal used on the homeward bound passage, occasion- 
ed a short debate. 

Mr. Wright, from the committee on finance, re- 
ported a bill allowing the vestry of St. Philip’s 
ps es Charleston, S. C, to import an organ free of 

uty. 

The same committee also asked to be discharged 
from the further consideration of the report of the 
secretary of the treasury in relation to the modes of 
collecting and disbursing the revenue in foreign 
countries, and that it lie on the table, and 10,000 
copies be printed. 

Mr. Webster submitted a resolution directing the 
committee on commerce to inquire it.to the expedi- 
ency of ascertaining whether the laws relating to 
steam navigation require revision or amendment. 

The senate then proceeded to take up the bill to 
establish a board of commissioners to hear and éx- 
amine claims against the United States. This bill, 
after having been discussed. forsoine time by Messrs. 
Hubberd, Prentiss, Henderson, Sevier and Preston, 
was postpon¢d until to morrow; and, 

On inotion of Mr. Norvell, the senate adjourned. 

January 28. The following memorials and peu- 
tions were presented and appropriately referred. 

By the vice president: From the assembly of lowa, 
asking that settlers on the 16th sections may be al- 
Lene grt teenies rights to alike quantity on other 
unappropriated public lands. 

Also, from thesame source, asking that settlers on 
the mineral lands of the United States be allowed 
the right of pre-emption. 

Also, asking an increase of compensation for the 
reporter of the “Eee court of said territory. 

Also, from the Howard institution, asking the aid 
of congress in support of that institution. 

Also, from the Bank of the Metropolis, asking a 
renewal of its charter,and the right of increasing its 
present capital. 

By Mr. Ca/houn: From Matthew J. Keith, asking 
compensation for property destroyed in Florida. 

By Mr. Clxyion: From citizens of Wilmington, 
Del. praying the employment of a steam revenue 
cutter in the Delaware bay. 

By Mr. Young: From Joseph Smith, Rigdon Hig. 
bee, and others, of the Mormon faith, setting forth 
grievances under which they labored while in Mis- 
souri, and asking the interposition of congress in 
their behalf, 

After some remarks from Mr. Young, giving a 
general description of the contents of the memorial, 
he moved its reference to the committee on the ju- 
diciary. 

Mr. Linn, said he hardly knew what should be 
done with a memorial-like this. A sovereign state 
seemed about to be put on its trial before the senate 
of the United States, and he was entirely opposed to 
the jurisdiction. The memorial and documents 
were wholly ex parte, and, if these papers were de- 
pended on alone, they could not fail to make impres- 
sions unjust and injurious to the state and people of 
Missouri. Her population was made up of emi- 
grants from almost every state in the union—the 
young, enterprising, vigorous, intelligent, virtuous 
and religious, respecting the rights of others, and 
willing and able to protect theirown. He was en- 
tirely unwilling to believe that, amid such a popula- 
tion there was not a sufficient number of persons to 
prevent such flagrant acts of wrong and oppression 
as were complained of by the memorialists. At all 
events, he would not consent that a black mark 
should be placed here upon the character of the state 
or people without giving them an opportunity of 
being heard; and if these papers should be referred 
to a committee, he woul move that it have power 
to send for persons and papers, that the investigation 
night be searching and thorough. Mr. L. said this 
was truly an extraordinary state of things, when an 
independent state should be arrainged at this bar for 
a violation of herown municipal laws, — 

Mr. Young said he had depended on the memoria! 


A document relating to the es-| for the statements which he had now made to the 


senate. He did not regard the whole state of Mis- 
souri as implicated; but he thought the memorialists 





onstage + a dade 


had made out a hard ense agaitat some of her peo- 
ple. In addition to the violenée and destruction of 
improvetnents, these Morm6éns had three hundred 
certificates from the land office for land purchased 
by them in Missouri, from which they had been 
driven not only by the people, but by an order fiom 
the governor. 

Mr. Linn said that he could not believe that an 
order froin the governor, which was in violation of 
every law of God and man, would be executed by 
the people. In the absence of ail testimony to the 
contrary, he was bound to believe that the governor 
and other authorities had done their duty. It was 
linpossible to avow the conclusion that if the senate 
entertained the subject and referred it on ex parte 
testimony, and the appropriate commiitee should 
make a report, reflecting on the conduct of the go- 
vernor of Missouri, the people were likewise con- 
demned as they carned out his orders. It was im- 
possibie to separate them. They must stand inno- 
cent or condemned together. 

Mr. L. said, from his absence from home, here and 
elsewliere, he had not an opportunity to learn all the 
particulars of their disturbance, and the causes that 
led to such serious results. But the Mormons were 
accused of committing the first aggressions, by 
burning houses, plundering and destroying property 
and other acts of violence, saying that they were 
within the limits of the New Jerusalem, which had 
been given to them exclusively by the Lord. If these 
charges were correct, the Mormons were the ag- 
gressors, and brought upon themselves the punish- 
inent which followed: the people defended them- 
sclves—the military were culled out to support the 
civil authority, and bloodshed and violence ensued. 
The whole subject had undergone an investigation 
by the legislature, and by the judicial tribunals— 
with what results he was not prepared to say.—- 
Their Mormen prophet, Joe Smith, was at one time 
in custody with others, but escaped. He said he was 
very unwilling to believe that either the legislature 
or juniciary would do injustice, or aid or even coun- 
tenance oppression. and he wished that, if the par- 
ties implicated by the Mormons were to be tried at 
the bar of the senate, they might have an opportuni- 
ty to be heard. 

Mr. Norvell said it appeared to him that congress 
had no business with the subject at all, and that the 
memorial should go no further. 

Mr. Preston said it was unusual on a preliminary 
question of this kind to authorise a committee to 
send for persons and papers, and he would suggest 
that it-be sent to the coinmittee, and if necessary 
they could ask for power to send for persons and 
papers. 

Mr. Linn said he did not wish, as a representative 
from Missousi, to move to lay the subject on the ta- 
ble, but he would do so if no other persons did. 

Mr. Norvell moved to Jay it on the table. 

Mr. Young called for the reading of the memorial, 
which was read accordingly, giving a long and mi- 
nute account of the transactions in question, 

Mr. Benton asked with what view the motion had 
been made to Jay this matter on the table? 

Mr. Norvell. That it may lie there forever. 

Mr. Benton. J am against that, but I am willing 
that it should be laid on the table to be taken up 
again. 

sr. Preston expressed the hope that it would not 
be Jaid on the table. He thought a fit and respecta- 
ble disposition ought to be made of it, that it should 
undergo a proper investigatlon and receive a fitting 
answer. 

Mr. Norvell said he made the motion becanse he 
thought congress had no power on this subject, 

Mr. Preston called for the yeas and nays on the 
subject. 

Mr. Benton again urged that the question should 
be on laying the memorial on the table only fora 
day or two, aud Mr. Norvell modified his motion 
accordingly. 

Mr. Clay, of Kentucky. With that understand- 
ing, Iam indifferent as to the motion; but I have 
risen to say that the subject ought to be refe:red, 
and that inquiry should be made by the committee 
whether it ts a matter of grievance, and, if it is, 
whether congress has any power of redress. 

The subject was now temporarily laid on the table. 

By Mr. Ruggles: From citizens of Wiscasset, 
Maine, asking a reduction of postage. 

By Mr. Wright: From citizens of Westchester, 
New York, asking for a reduction of postage. 

Mr. Merrick, from the committtee for the District 
of Columbia, reported a_ bill to ircorporate the 
Flamouth and Alexandria rail road company. 

Also, a bill concerning the estates of idiots or lu- 
natics and infants in the Distriet of Columbia. 

Also, a bill authorising the grant of letters testa- 
mentary aud of administration in the District of Co- 
lumbia. 

Mr. Preston submitted the following resolution: 
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Resolved, That the president of the United S:ates be 


requested to comiunica’e fo the senare the cause of the 


removal of gen. Call from the goveraiment of the terri- | 
» 3 * ve x j a ~t ‘loses er > “7 

tory of Florida, aad the correspondence connect 2d | bility oceurred, and the nature of the service or parti- | 
there with, and also that between the deparunent of war | 


and gov. Call, commencing with the war of Florida. 

The motion submitted ‘he other day by Mr. Mer- 
rick in relation to such modification of the 47th rule 
as would admit the district attorney and the repor- 
ter of the supreme court within the hall of tlie se- 
nate, was taken up and rejected. 

The senate resumed the consideration of the bill 
to establish a board of commissioners to hear and 
exatnine claims against the United States. 

A motion to exclude private land claims froin the 
operation of the bill was negatived. Yeas 10, nays 
31. 

A motion by Mr. Walker to make all decisions of 
the board adverse to the claimants final, was nega- 
tived, alter debate. Yeas 12, nays 31. 

Mr. Clay, of Alabama, alter some remarks, was 
understood to move to recomiit the bill, with in- 
structions to reduce the humber of the board to one, 
and to assign the duties of the proposed special so- 
licitor to the solicitor of the treasury. Negatived 
without a division. 

‘The bill, after some minor amendments, was or- 
dered to be engrossed fora third reading by yeas 
and nays, as lollows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Clayton, Crittenden, Cuthbert. Da- 
vis, Dixon. Grundy, Hubbard, King, Knight, Linn, 
Merrick, Nicholas, Pierce, Prentiss, Preston, Roane, 
Robinson, Smith, of Conn. Southard, Spence, Stur- 
geon, Walker, Wall, Willams, Young—25. 

NAYS—Mvessrs. Allen, Benton, Betis, Brown, Cal- 
houn, Clay, of Ala. Clay, of Ky. Fulton, Henderson, 
Lumpkin, Mouton, Norvell, Ruggles, Sevicr, Swange, 
Bo ety : 

he senate then adjourned. 

January 29. The vice president communicated to 
the senate a report from the departinent of war, in 
compliance with a resolution, showing the number 
of persons mas-acreed and property destroyed by the 
marauding ludians of Florida since the commence- 
ment of the war. 

Also, a inessage froin the president of the United 
States, containing further correspondence in relation 
to the disputed northeastern boundary between the 
British minister and the secretary of state. 

Mr. Williams woved the printing of 5,000 extra 
copies of the message and documeuts; which was 
ordered according|y. 

Mr. Wail, from the committee on the jndiciary, 
reported the bill referred to it for the speedy collec- 
tion of small bank notes within the District of Co- 
luinbia. with a recommendation that it should net 
erry and the committee substituted in its stead a 

ill for the collection of bank notes of and under the 
denomination of $20, issued by banks within the 
District of Columbia. 

Mr. Benton, from the committee on military af- 
fairs, reported a bill for the relief of the corporate 
authorities of Mobile. 

Mr, Strange, froin the cominittee on the judiciary, 
reported a biil for the reliefof Thomas L. Winthrop 
and others, directors of the New England Missis- 
sippi land company. 

Oa motion of Mr. Websiler, the resolution offered 
by hii on a former day, instructing the comsuittee 
On coiinerce to inquire whether the existing law on 
the subject of steamboat navigation requires revision 
and amendinen!, was taken up. 

Mr. W. made an explanation of this resolution, 
anc at the suggestion of Mr. Grundy the resolution 
was laid on the table until to-morrow to enable Mr. 


Webster to prepare amendments to the law on this 


subject. 


Mr. Young moved to postpone the order of the 
day tor the purpose of taking up the bill for the con- 
tinuation of the Cumberland road through the states 
of Ohio, Indiana an.i Illinois, so as to make it the 
order of the day for Wednesday next. The question 
on postponement, was carried by yeas and nays,— 

eas 25, nays 12. Mr. Young then moved to make 
it the special order for this day two weeks; which 
Was agreed to. 

The senate then took up the bill to repeal certain 
acts respecting navy pensions, and making further 
provision in relation 'o navy pensions, 

This bill was slightly amended; and, after being 
explained by Mr. Williams, and some remarks from 
Mr. Southard, was po-tponed until Monday next. 

Me. Presivon subimniited the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the secretary of the navy furnish the 
senate with the naines of all officers of the navy who 


were admitted tothe roll of navy pensioncrs between | 


the 30th day of June, 1800, the day thas the act of the 
23d April, 1300, for the better government of the navy, 
Went into operation, and the Ist day of January, 1537, 
designating those who were admitted fur disabilities uc- 
casioned by wounds received in battle, from those who 
were disabled from other causes; also designating the 
nature and degree of disabiliryin each case, and the 


battle in which such officer was wounded, or the occa- 
sion or accident by which he was otherwise disab'ed. 
Also the rank of the officers aforesaid at the time dis:- 





he may have been wounded or otherwise injured tn the 
line of his duty, together with the per month pension 
granted in each case. 

The resolution was agreed to. 

The bill to establish a board of commissioners to 
hear and examine claims against the United States 
was read a third time ard passed. 

The following bills were then severally considered 
in committee of the whole, and ordered to be en- 
grossed for a third reading. 

A bill confirming certain land claims in the Oua- 
chita land district, in the state of Louisiana. 

A bill to transfer to the citizens of the parish of 
Concordia, in the state of Louisiana, the interest of 
the United States to a certain taact of land. 

A bill confirming certain land claims in Louisiana. 

A bill for the reliet of Obed P. Lacey. 

On motion of Mr. Hubbard, the senate proceeded 
to the consideration of executive business, and soon 
after adjourned. 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 

Thursday, Jun. 23. The unfinished business was 
the resolution of Mr. Waddy Thompson to amend 
the rules by adding thereto the following: 

“Upon the presentation of any memorial or peti- 
tion praying for the abolition of slavery or the slave- 
trade in any district, territory, or state of the union, 
and upon the presentation of any resolution or other 
paper touching that subject, the reception of such 
memorial, petition, resolution, or paper shall be 
consitered as objected to, and the question of its re- 
ception shall be laid on the. table, without debate or 
further action thereon.” 

As a substitute for which proposition, Mr. 4dams 
heretofore moved the following: 

Resolved, That the fullowing be added to the stand- 
ing rules of the house, to be numbered the 21st: 

“Every petition presented by the speaker, or by any 
member, with a brief verbal statement of its contents, 
shall be received, unless objection be made to its re- 
ception for special reason; and whenever objection 
shall be made to the reception of a petition, the name 
of the member objecting, and the reason of the objec- 
tion, shall be entered upon the journal. The question 
in every such case shall be, shall the petition be rejected? 


and no petition shall be rejected but by a majority of 


the members present.” 

Mr. Hunt, of New York, being entitled to the 
floor— 

Mr. Cooper, of Pennsylvania, rose and appealed 
to Mr. H. to yield the floor, to enable him to offer a 
resolution which he had some days since attempted 
io introduce in reiation to the traasportation of the 
nails, 
| Me, Reed made a similar appeal with a view to 
‘have referred a certain bill from the senate. 

Mr. Sergeant also made a similar appeal, to ena- 
ble him to make a report from the committee on the 
judiciary, (the nature of which was such, Mr S. 
said, that he was sure no objection would be made 
to its reception at this time if the house would hear 
what it was). 

Mr. Hunt expressed himself willing, in return for 
the courtesy which the house had extended to him 
last evening in adjourning somewhat before the 





any proposition that would not create a debate or 
deprive him of the opportunity he had long sought 


topic before the house. Under any other conditions, 
he could not yield. 

But numerous objections were made to the intro- 
duction of any of the matters above referred to, and 
the call of ‘proceed! proceed!”’ was very general. 

Thereupon Mr. Hunt commenced his remarks, 
and continued to address the house with great ani- 
mation till past three o’clock— 

When after an earnest struggle for the floor (in 
which Mr. Habersham, of Georgia, stated that he 
had been endeavoring for two months to obtain it, 
and had never yet been able to succeed) it was 
awarded by the chair (then occupied by Mr. 
Briggs) to 

Mr. Bynum, of North Carolina, who commenced 
an earnest speech in support of Mr. Thompson's 
resolution, aud kad proceeded till 4 o’clock, when 
he gave way for a motion made by Mr. Turney to 
adjourn. 

Mr. Black, of Georgia, entreated Mr. Turney to 
suspend the motion long enough for him to move a 
resolution that the clerk be etnpowered to get the 
printing of. the house done under the resolution of 
1819, until further ordered by the house. 

Mr. Williams, of North Caralina, objected to the 
introductivn of the resolution. 

Mr. Black (amid much confusion and lond cries 





cular station oceupied by each individual at the time | 


induced to offer the resolution that he might brin 
liincsellf as near to the position occupied by his eol- 
league, how absent, as cireumstances would permit. 
He was going on to say that certain members of the 
Georgia delegation had been denouneed in advance 
by a certain southern paper— 

When he was called to order by the chair, and by 
voices from all quarters of the house, and, after some 
furtber eflorts to address the house, he reluctantly 
took his seat. | 

Mr. Hoffman wished the motion for adjournment 
suspended that he might move a further extension 
of the rules of order. He stated that otherwise, the 
former resolution expiring to-night, the house would 
to-mnorrow be altogether without rules. 

Mr. Black again rose and said that, by the assent 
of the gentleman from North Carolina, (Mr. By- 
num), he would move to suspend the rules, in order 
that he might introduce his resolution in regard to 
printing. 

Mr. Lewis Wiiliams again objeeted; the gentle- 
nan from Georgia had no right to make such a mo- 
tion; either the gentleman from North Carolina must 
proceed, or the motion on adjournment must be put. 

Mr. Bynum said he would yield to the floor for the 
motion to suspend, on the understanding that he 
should be entitled to it to-morrow. 

[Cries of *\No, no; no understanding.’ ] 

Mr. Zurney then renewed his motion to adjourn. 

Mr. Hoffinan again reminded the house that it 
would be without any rules of order unless his mo- 
tion to exterid the time in the former resolution 
should be received; and he renewed the motion that 


the foriner rules be continued in force for ten days 
longer. 


Mr. Black objecting— 

The ques'ion was put on adjournment. 

Mr. Stanly demanded the yeas and nays; which 
were ordered, and resulted as follows: Yeas 98, 
Nays 52. 

So the motion prevailed, and the house adjourned. 


| Friday, Jan. 24. Mr. Hoffman, by permission of 
/Mr. Bynum, (who had the floor from yesterday), 
_moved that the rules of the house adopted at the . 
last congress, (and the temporary adoption of which 
by this house expired last evening), be continued 
until the further order of the house. 

Mr. Bynum signified his assent. 

Mr. Hand wished to introduce an amendment 
‘excepting certain rules in relation to the previous 
question. His amendment was read for informa- 
ton. 

Mr. Hcffman, claiming the floor, moved the pre- 
vious question upon his motion. 

Mr. Hund contended that, as no rules were now 
in force, the previous question could not be en- 
forced. 

The chair decided that, although the resolution 








usual hour, to yield the floor for the introduction of. 


of expressing his sentiments onthe all absorbing | 


of order) was understocd to say that he had been! 


continuing the rules had expited, yet the previous 
question, as established by parliamentary law, still 
existed, and therefore the motion of Mr. Hoffman 
was in order. 

The previous question was thereupon seconded 
put, and carried,and the main question on Mr. 
He ffman’s motion was agreed to without a division. 

So the rules of the preceding congress were 
adopted, and continued as the rules of this house 
until otherwise ordered. 

Mr. Hand applied for the yeas and nays, but the 
chair decided that his application was too late, the 
decision of the house having been announced be- 
fore it was mnade. 
| Mr. Botts then rose and observed that it had 
been the custom of the house for gentlemen to no- 
tice here newspaper statements. In contormity 
with precedents on that subject, he begged to read 
to the house a letter whieh had been placed in his 
hands as having been written by a reporter in this 
house for the Charleston Courier. 

He then read the letter as follows: 

“In the house, Mr. Botts attempted to cet up 
another pistol affair, in consequence of remarks 
made yesterday by Mr. Smith, of Maine. Mr B. 
in his speech of Thursdzy, was very liberal of his 
abuse on Andrew Jackson—called hit a tyrant 
imposter, and of course every thing vile and vil- 
lanous. Mr. Smith, in his reply yesterday, stated 
that history would give the lie tothe opprobrium 
which had been heaped upon the hero of New Or- 
leans, and that his memory would five when his 
abusers and their abuse should be forgotten, &c. 
To the remnark about history Mr. Botts took ex- 
ception, and expressed a great deai of uneasiness 
to know whether it was used in a personal sense: 
and intimated that if it was so intended, daggers, 
pistols and bowie knives would be the consequence. 
To this threat Mr. Smith, (who by the way isa 
jolly, good humored wag, and the largest manin 
the house, save Mr. Lewis), replied that he meant 
as usual, all that be said, and that if gentlemen 
lacked a quantum sufficit of that scarce commddity, 
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common sense, to understand words, he really could 
not at this time waste the money of the people by 


giving the chivalrous member from Virginia an op- 


ortanity of exterminating him, or vice versa. 
With this explanation Mr. Botts seemed satisfied, 
and said a few words about ‘whatsoever’ insult was 
intended not being applicable to him, &c. and took 
his seat, much mortified at the laughter with which 
the conclusion of this tragic farce was received by 
the audience.” 

Mr. B. said he had no motion to make, but he 
submitted to the speaker and to every gentleman 
on the floor whether they did not ‘all recognise the 
statement read as a base fabrication throughout—a 
falsehood from beginning to end. And he further 
submitted whether it did not become the dignity of 
the house that its courtesy in affording seats in the 
hall to persons in the character of reporters should 
not be prostituted by the admission of blackguards 
as letter writers. 

Mr. Petrikin gave notice that he should ask 
Jeave to introduce a bill for the reduction of duties 
on the importation of rail road iron. 

Mr. Keim presented a petition from Charles J. 
Ingersoll, contesting’ the seat of Charles Naylor, a 
member of this house, and asked that it be read by 
the clerk. : 

Objection being made— . 

Mr. Keim claimed it as a right, on the ground of 
privilege. 

Mr. Ramsey supported the motion; and, the 
house assenting, the memorial was read, and refer- 
red to the comuittee of elections. 

Mr. Campbell, trom the committee of elections, 
asked and obtained leave for that committee to sit 
during the sittings of the house. 

Mr. Ramsey asked leave to present a memorial 
from certain citizens of the third congressional 
district of Pennsylvania, to the same end as the 
memorial of Mr. Ingersoll, above referred to; but 
objection was made and Jeave refused at this time. 

Mr. Sergeant, of Pennsylvania, from the com- 
mittee on the judiciary, asked leave to report a 
bill to amend the bill directing the taking of the 
census. 

Objection was at first made, but Mr. S. moving 
to suspend the rules to allow him to report the bill, 
and 

Mr. Lawrence, of Massachusetts, remonstrating 
and adverting to the importance of the bill and the 
president’s anxiety that as little delay as possible 
should take place in the passage of so necessary a 
bill, the objection was withdrawn; and thereupon 

Mr. Sergeant reported a bill to amend the bill 
directing and providing for the taking of the sixth 
census of the people of the United States. 

The bill was twice read and referred to a com- 
mittee of the whole on the state of the union. 

Mr. Davis, of Kentucky, from the select com- 
mnittee on the boundary between Missouri and 
Iowa, stated that that committee was ready to re- 
port. He referred to the excitement which had 
existed on the borders of those two portions of the 
union, the course recently pursued by the gover- 
nor of Missouri, and the hope of the committee that 
this report would be effectual for allaying the ex- 
isting excitement. 

Mr. Hubbard, of Alabama, objected. He said 
that the house was already in the midst of a war 
of the abolitionists against the slaveholding states; 
let this first be settled before it looked after the war 
between Missouri and Iowa. 

Mr. Bynum thereupon resumed the floor. Inthe 
course of Mr. B’s remarks a personal reference to 
another.meinber gave rise to some altercation and 
some excitement. Some incidental proceedings 
were had thereon, which resulted in leave to Mr. 
B. to proceed, and then the house adjourned. 

Saturday, Jan. 25. Hon. Mr. McCarty, member 
elect from the state of Virginia, vice hon. C. F. 
Mercer, resigned, appeared, was qualified, and took 
his seat. 

The journal of yesterday having, on motion of 
Mr. Petrikin been amended in certain particulars— 

Mr. Peck rose and asked permission of the house 
to correct some portion of a report of yesterday‘s 
proceedings which appeared in one of the daily 
papers of this city, and by which he felt himself 
aggrieved. 

The speaker inquired of the gentleman from 
North Carolina (Mr. Bynum), who was entitled to 
the floor from yesterday on the subject of abolition 
petitions, whether he yielded the floor? 

Mr. Bynum said certainly, for an explanation. 

Mr: Peck then proceeded. I see by one of the 
city papers (the Globe) that the following proceed- 
ings of yesterday are reported: 

«Mr. Bynum said if there were any doubts in the 
minds of the southern people as to who were and 
who were not abolitionists in that house, they need 
only refer to the speeches and votes of its members. 


»~ 


If they wanted further evidence 4 would refer. them * 


to the remarks of a certain inember of this house, 
who characterised the northern democrats, who 
usually vote for preserving the constitutional obli- 
gations imposed on them, and who are opposed to 
an interference with the rights of the south, as 
‘southern slaves,’ He would refer them to the re- 
mark made by a certain abolitionist of the house 
(Mr. Peck) when the vote was about being taken 
on laying Mr. Coles’ resolution on the table, ‘now, 
come up you southern slaves, and show yourselves.’ 
Yes, sir, this was the language applied to these pa- 
triotic, high-minded men,” &c. &c. 

Mr. P. continued. Now, Ido not read the re- 
maining portion of the report of what followed, 
not because it is grossly untrue or unjust in refer- 
ence to more than one particular, but because my 
only desire is to make a correction in regard to such 
portion as I have now read, and to say that I should 
not have regarded myself as personated or alluded 
to, if no other language had been used, or nothing 
had transpired, except what is reported in so much 
as I have read. I say I should not have supposed 
myself personated or alluded to, because there is no 
word imputed to me that I have ever used, until I 
used it in reading the report. lt would have re- 
quired great obliquity of hearing to have supposed 
that, whatever, I might have said, I had alluded to 
‘ssouthern slaves,” or used any such phrase or term. 
I have used none such. I regarded myself yester- 
day as personated (and I therefore made the inqui- 
ry, which [need not further allude to) by language 
which I cannot repeat in hec verba, but which I 
can substantially state. So much of the report as 
I have read, down to the first period in the para- 
graph terminating with the words ‘southern slaves,”’ 
I do understand to be correctly given. I under- 
stood next that the member using this language 
turned round, looking me full in the face, and, with 
indications made poste towards me, said, “the 
voice came from a member behind me—it came 
from a rank abolitionist.” That was the language, 
or the substance of it; and it was by that reference 
that I supposed myself personated, when I took oc- 
casion to say, as | now repeat, that, so far as the 
language imputed to me the charge of being an abo- 
litionist, it was untrue. Those who know me, 
here or elsewhere, know that the charge could not 
be less true of any human being than of myself. I 
have no further explanation to make; but I desire to 
have the ry a2 corrected in this particular: that I 
should not have regarded myself as alluded to by 
the language imputed to me; it is language I have 
never used, or any thing like it. I regarded my- 
self personated by the manner, by the indications 
made directly towards me, accompanied by the 
charge that the declaration-came from arank abo. 
litionist. I do not desire the statement to go before 
the country uncontradicted, that I could have been 
capable of using such phrases as are here reported 
in inverted commas. 

Mr. Bynum, who was entitled to the floor, rose 
and said, he regretted exceedingly a continuation 
of the most unpleasant controversy that occurred 
yesterday evening; but in justification of the obser- 
vations he then made, he would read an extract from 
a report in one of the journals of the day, showing 
the evidence on which his remarks were predicat- 
ed. In the report of the proceedings on Mr. Coles’ 
resolution, he found the following: 

‘‘Mr. Peck moved for a call of the house. There 
were some northern slaves there, he said, whom he 
wanted to be emancipated. Mr. P. then called for 
the yeas and nays on his motion; which were or- 
dered, and the question being taken, it was decided 
in the negative: Yeas 86, nays 113.” 

In another part of the same report he found a 
motion made by the same gentleman, as follows: 

“Mr. Peck moved a eall of the honse, but subse- 
quently withdrew his motion. We have, said he, 
some refuge slaves from the north that I wish brought 
in.” 3 

This (said Mr. B.) was the report of the pro- 
ceedings on the day Mr. Coles’ resolution was 
acted on; and as it has remained uncontradicted to 
this day, I am warranted in presuming that it was 
correct. It was true (he said) he made a mistake 
in using the term ‘southern slaves,” instead of 
‘northern slaves;”? but, even with that mistake, the 
geritleman alluded to could not avoid knowing for 
whom the allusion was intended; nor could any one. 
doubt at the time that the term “northern slaves” 
was applied to those members of this house who are 
for preserving the constitution, and sustaining the 
peace and tranquility of the country, with the per. 
petuity of our institutions. It was the first time, 
(Mr. B. said), on the floor of congress, that to call 
aman an abolitionist was deemed so offensive as to 
call forth a gross and wanton insult in reply. 

The speaker informed Mr. B. that no personal al- 





_Jusion would be permitted. 


. eaten 4 


Mr. Bynum said he made_ no. personal allusions, 
He never deemed it an offence to call a man an abo. 
litionist. He never denied that there were sume 
few democrats in the abolition ranks, Their votes 
showed that there were from five to ten of them in 
this house. But what he wanted the country, and 
the south particularly, to know was, that there were 
from sixty-five to seventy-five deeply died aboli- 
tionists in the whig ranks in that house. 

Mr. B. then proceeded in his general argument, 
and addressed the house till past three o’clock, when 
the floor was obtained (among a dozen applicants 
for it) by 

Mr. W. Cost Johnson, who indicated an intention, 
before he concluded to offer a new proposition, dif- 
fering from either of those now before the house. 
He did not, however, read the resolution, but was 
making some remarks in reply to those of Mr. 
Adams, when, at a little past four o’clock, he gave 
way for a motion for acjournment. 

Before the house adjourned, certain documents 
from the post office department, containing the es- 
timates for the current year, were, on motion of 
Mr. Jones, referred to the committee of ways and 
means, and ordered to be printed. 

Additional testimony in the New Jersey case was 
also received and referred to the committee on elec- 
tions. 

Mr. Lewis and Mr. Carr demanded the yeas and 
nays on adjournment, but they were refused. 

And the house thereupon adjourned. 

Monday, Jan. 27. The question before the house 
being on Mr. W. Thompson’s resolution on the sub- 
ject of abolition memorials, Mr. W. Cost Johnson 
was entitled to the floor, having commenced a 
speech on the subject of that resolution on Satur- 
day last; but he yielded at the request of— 

Mr. Jones, chairman of the committee of ways 
and means, who thereupon reported from that com- 
mittee the general appropriation bill for the civil 
and diplomatic expenses of the government for the 
current year; also, the appropriation bill for the 
pensions of revolutionary soldiers; together with 
estimates, &c. connected with the above: which 
were referred to a committee of the whole, and 
ordered to be printed. 

Mr. Jones then expressed his wish to move the 
following resolution: 

Resolved, That the clerk of this house be authorised 
to employ some suitable person or persons tov execute 
the printing of the bills which have been reported, to- 
gether with the accompanying estimates and docu- 
ments, in the manner prescribed by the joint resolution 
of 1819. 

Mr. Geddings moved to amend the resolution by 
striking out all after ‘‘resolved,” and inserting the 
following: 

“That, until the further order of the house, the clerk 
be directed to procure the printing of the house to be 
done by such persons as will do it with the least ex- 
pense to government.” - ; : 

Mr. Jones moved the previous question on his re- 
solution. , ’ 

Mr. Geddings moved the previous question on his 
amendment. 

The motion of Mr. Geddings for the previous ques- 
tion was seconded, put, and carried; and the main 
question being on the adoption of his amendment— 

It was decided in the affirmative—Yeas 109, nays 
65. , 

So the amendment was agreed to. _ 

The question recurring on the resolution as amend- 
ea, 

Mr. Duncan moved a reconsideration of the vote 
just taken. 

Which was decided in the negative: Yeas 108, 
nays 110. 

So the vote was not reconsidered. ; 

The question then recurring on the adoption of 
the resolution as amended— 

Mr. Smith, of Maine, asked the yeas and nays; 
which were ordered, and, being taken, were, yeas 
115, nays 97. 

So the resolution, as amended, was adopted. __ 

Mr. Wm. C. Johnson then rising to resume his 
remarks— ; 

Mr. Davis, of Indiana, said he rose to a privileg- 
ed question—he wished to submit a motion to re- 
consider. 

Mr. Briggs submitted to the chair that the gen- 
tleman from Indiana, (Mr. Davis), could not now 
submit his motion, inasmuch as the gentleman from 
Maryland, (Mr. Wm. C. Johnson), had the floor. 

And the speaker so decided. : 

An appeal was made to Mr. Johnson to yield— 
but Mr. t pledged his word that, after the ex peri- 
ence he had had this day, he would not again yield 
the floor to any living man. ; 

Mr. J. then proceeding in his remarks, (it being 
now twenty minutes past three o’clock), and con- 
tinued to address the house until half past four 





e’clock, when he gave way to 
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Mr. Petrikin, who moved an adjournment. 

And then the house adjourned. — ‘ 

Tuesday, Jan. 28. Mr. W. C. Johnson, who held 
the floor froin yesterday, resumed his remarks on 
the subject of Mr. Thompson’s resolution in relation 
to abolition petitions. : 

Mr. J. in the course of his remarks yielded the 
floor severally to Messrs. Adams, Granger, Lincoln, 
Pickins, Vanderpoel and Hunt, to allow them to ex- 

lain the reasons which governed their votes on the 
disposition of a certain abolition memorial presented 
in aformer congress by Mr. McKennan, of Penn. 

Mr. Johnson, having concluded his speech, of- 
fered the following proposition as an amendment to 
the amendment heretofore offered by Mr. Adams: 

“That no petition, memorial, resolution or other pa- 
per, praying the abolition of slavery in the District of 
Columbia, or any state or territory, or the slave trade 
between the states or territories of the United States in 
which it now exists, shall be received by this house, or 
entertained iif any way whatever.” 

“After some remarks from Mr. Vanderpoel he mov- 
ed the previous question, which was seconded by 
the house, and on the question, ‘Shall the main 
question be now put?” , 

Mr. Rhelt demanded the yeas and nays; which 
were ordered, and resulted as tollows: Yeas 147, 
nays 61. 

So.the previous question was carried, 

Mr. W. Thompson wanted to modify his resolu- 
tion by adopting Mr. W. C. Johnson’s as an addi- 
tion' to the end of it; but this not being in order, 
and some discussion arising on points of order— 

Mr. W. C. Johnson modified his resolution so as 
to propose to amend Mr. dams’ amendment now 
pending by striking out all butthe word “resolved,” 
and inserting his in lieu thereof. 

In this form, his amendment was pronounced by 
the chair to be in order. 

And the question being then put upon its adop- 
tion, it was carried by yeas and nays—Yeas 116, 
nays 104. 

The question then recurring on the resolution of 
Mr. Thompson, as thus amended, 

Mr, Adams moved that it be postponed until the 
house should have been fully organized by the ad- 
mission of the New Jersey members. 

This motion was ruled to be out of order. 

Mr. Stanly moved a call of the house, observing 
that he saw some anti-slavery abolitionists dodging 
the question. 

The chair decided that, after the previous ques- 
tion had been ordered, the motion for a call was 
out of order. 

The resolution, as amended, was again read, and 
the yeas and nays having been called upon it, it 
was decided in the affirmative, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Alford, Andrews, Atherten, Banks, 
Beirne, Black, Blackwell, Botts, Boyd, A. V. Brown, 
A. G. Brown, Burke, W. O. Butler, 8. H. Butler, By- 
num, J. Campbell, Wm. B. Campbell, Carroll, Chap- 
man, Coles, Colquitt, Connor, M. A. Cooper, Crabb, 
Craig, Crockett, Cross, John Davis, J. W. Davis, Gar- 
ret Davis, Dawson, Deberry, Dennis, Dillett, Drom- 
oole, Eari, Eastman, Fine, Fisher, Fornance, James 

arland, R_ Garland, Gerry, Goggin, Graham, Graves, 
Green, Griffin, Habersham, Hawkins, Hiil, of Va. J. 
Hill, of N. Carolina, Holleman, Holmes, Hopkins, Hub- 
bard, Jameson, Jenifer, Joseph Johnson, Wm. Cost 
Johnson, N. Jones, John Wm. Jones, Kemb!e, Lead- 
better, Lewis. Lucas, McCarty, McClellan, McCulloh, 
McKay, Medill, Miller, Montanya, Montgomery, Nis- 
bet, Parish, Parris, Petrikin, Pickens, Pope, Prentiss, 
Proffit, Ramsey, Rayner, Reynolds, Rhett, Rives, J 
Rogers, Samuel3, Shaw, Albert Smith, Stanly, Steen- 
rod, Strong, Sum‘er, Sweenv, Taliaferro, Taylor, F. 
Thomas, P. F. Thomas, W. Thompson, J. Thompson, 
Triplett, Turney, Warren, Watterson, Weller, John 
White, Lewis Williams, Joseph L. Williams, C. H. 
Williams, S. Williams, Wise, Worthington—114. 

NAYS—Messrs. Adams, Judson Allen, John W. 
Allen, Hugh J. Anderson, Sim. H. Anderson, Baker, 
Barnard, Beatty, Bell, Biddle, Bond, Brewster, Briggs, 
Brockway, Anson Brown, Calhoun, Carr, Casey, Chit- 
tenden, Clark, Clifford, Jas. Cooper, Cranston, Crary, 
Curtis, Cushing, Dana, Davee, ia. Davies, Duan, Doig, 
Duncan, Edwards, Ely, Evans, Everett, Fillmore, 
Fletcher, Floyd, Gates, Gentry, Giddings, Goode, Gran- 

er, Grinnell, Hall, Hand, W.S. Hastings, J. Hastings, 

enry, Hoffman, Hook, Howard, Hunt, Jackson, 
James, Chas. Johnston, Keim, Kempshall, Lawrence, 
Leet, Leonard, Lincoln, Lowell, Mallory, Marchand, 
Marvin, Mason, Mitchell, Monroe, Morgan, S. W. 
Morris, Calvary Morris, Naylor, Newhard, Ogle, Os- 
borne, Palen, Parmenter. Paynter, Peck, Randall, Ran- 
dolph, Rariden, Reed, Ridgway, Edward Rogers, Rus- 
sell, Saltonstall, Sergeant, Simonton, Slade, J. Smith, 
Trueman Smith, Starkweather. Storrs, Steuart, Tilling- 
hast, Toland, Trumbull, Underwood, Vanderpoel, D. 

- Wagener, P. J. Wagner, Wick, J. W. Williams, 
H. Wilhams—103, 

So the house 

Resolved, That upon the presentation of any me- 
moral or petition praying for the abolition of slavery 


or the slave trade in any district, territory or state of 


the union, and upon the presentation of any resolution 
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Yor other paper touching that subject, the reception of 


such memorial, petition, resolution or paper shall be 
considered as objected to, and the question of its re- 
ception shall be laid on the table, without debate or 
further action thereon. 

Resolved, ‘That no petition, memorial, resolution or 
other paper, praying for the abolition of slavery in the 
District of Columbia, or any state or territory, or the 
slave trade between the states or territories of the Unit- 
ed States, in which it now exists, shall be received by 
this house or entertained in any way whatever. 

Mr. Alford moved an adjournment. 

Mr. Duncan demanded the yeas and nays. 

Mr. Alford thereupon withdrew his motion. 

Mr. Davis, of Indiana, moved a reconsideration of 
the resolution yesterday adopted in reference to the 
printing of the bonse. s 

Mr. D. made some remarks in support of his mo- 
tion, and stated if the house would agree to recon- 
sider the resolution of yesterday, he was desirous of 
offering the following: 

Resolved, That this house will now proceed to the 
election of a public printer, who shall proceed to exe- 
cute the printing of this house agreeably to the require- 
ments and compensation of existing ae until such 
laws are modified by the legislation of congress; and in 
the mean time a committee of seven members shall be 
appointed by the chair, who shall within twenty-one 
legislative days from the date of their appointment, re- 
port to this house what amendments, if any, are neces- 
sary to the more prompt, perfect and economical exe- 
cutition of the printing of congress; whether the same 
should be let out to conteact, or whether it would be 
more expedient to execute the same by a congressional 
printing house, press and type belonging to congress, 
and subject to its superintendance. 

Having explained the objects of the resolution 
Mr. D. demanded the previous question on its adap- 
tion. 

The call for the previous question was seconded, 
and the main question was put and calgied by yeas 
and nays. Yeas 110, nays 107. 

So the resolution of yesterday was reconsidered. 

Mr. Graves, noved to amend the resofution by 
striking out all after the word “resolved,” and in- 
serting as follows: 

“That the communication of Gales & Seaton, sent to 
the speaker of this house, toueling the public printing, 
and the whole subject of the public printing, be referred 
te a select committee, to inquire into the plan of exe- 
cuting the same, and to report by bill or otherwise; and 
that the printing which has been or may hereafier be 
ordered by this house, shall, until otherwise ordered, in 
all things except prices, be done in the manner pre- 
scribed by the joint resolution of congress relating to 
that matter, approved March 3, 1819. And the clerk 
of this house under the supervision and control of the 
committee of accounts, is wodene authorised to make a 
contract or contracts with some person or persons to 
execute said work upon the best terms it can be done 
in the District of Columbia, provided the prices shall 
nat no he those fixed by the aforesaid joint resolution 
of 1819.’ 

Mr. Graves then inquired whether the chair had 
the communication of Gales & Seaton, referred to 
in the resolution in his possession? If so, he asked 
that the clerk be directed to read it. 

Mr. Dromgoole inquired whether that communica- 
tion had ever been communicated by the speaker to 
the house? 

The chair replied that it had not. 

Mr. Dromgoole then insisted that it could not be 
in order to refer to it. 

Mr. Graves required that the question of order be 
reduced to writing. 

The chair decided that it was not in order to refer 
to a paper in possession of the chair, which had not 
yet been communicated to the house. 

Mr. Wise inquired whether it could not now be 
communicated? . 

Mr. Graves said, if the speaker would send it to 
him, he would read it in his place. 

Mr. Smith, of Maine. Does he take an appeal 
from the decision of the chair? 

The chair said the paper could not now be read. 

Mr. Graves thereupon modified his resolution by 
omitting so much as referred to Gales & Seaton’s 
communication. 

Mr. Jameson now rose to order. 

Mr. Graves required him to reduce his point of 
order to writing; when, after some altercation as to 
whether this was necessary— 

Mr. Graves, with the assent of Mr. Jameson, 
moved an adjournment. 

And thereupon the house adjourned. 

Wednesday, Jan. 29. The first business before 
the hotise was the unfinished business of yesterday, 
being the resolution which the house has agreed to 
reconsider, directing the clerk to cause the printing 
for the house to be executed at the least expense. 

The immediate question before the house was a 
question of order raised by Mr. Jumeson, of Mis- 
souri. But, before the house entered on it, 

Mr. Parmenter, of Massachusetts, asked permis- 
sion to present a motion which he considered as of 
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a privileged character, which was, that a memorial 
from voters of the sixth congressional district of 
Massachusetts, contesting the seat of a sitting 
member, be received and referred to the committee 
of elections. 

Mr. Peck, of New York, objecting, some expla- 
nation took place; when 

The chair deciding the motion not to be a privi- 
leged one, 

Mr. Parmenter withdrew it. 

Mr, Curtis of New York, made an effort to have 
a senate bill committed in relation to the registers 
of whaling vessels, being pronounced by a recent 
legal decision insufficient to exempt their cargoes 
from duty as though they were foreign ships; but, 
objection being made by Mr. Craig, he withdrew 
the motion. 

Mr. Jameson now presented, in writing, his point 
of order, which he argued at length. 

The chair decided that, the house having recon- 
sidered the resolution which it had passed, the floor 
was open to any member to move a new proposi- 
tion, whether he had read it previously to the 
house or no. 

From this decision Mr. Jameson took an appeal. 

Mr. Duncan moved the previous question on the 
appeal, which was seconded, put, and carried. 

And the question recurring on the appeal, the 
decision of the chair was sustained by the house— 
yeas 104, nays 92. 

Mr. Graves was thus pronounced to be in order 
in moving his resolution as an amendment. 

Mr. Rice Garland requested Mr. Graves to yield 
the floor to enable him to offer an amendment to 
hg ainendinent; which Mr. Graves consented 

0 ao. 

And the proposed amendment of Mr. Garland, 
which directs the said committee to inquire also 
“into the expediency of entirely separating the 
patronage from the newspaper or public press of 
the country,” was then read. 

Mr. Graves then addressed the house at consider- 
able length on the subject of the public printing, 
and the necessity of reducing that branch of the 
public expenditure, entering into some details to 
show wherein, in respect to printing for different 
departments of the government, abuses had been 
practised. Mr. Graves continued speaking until 
twenty minutes to four o’clock. 

Mr. Graves having concluded— 

The speaker gave the floor to 

Mr. Davis, of Indiana, who said that before he 
proceeded to make the few remarks which he de- 
signed to offer on the general subject, he would in- 
quire whether it was in order to move to amend 
the amendment of the gentleman from Kentucky, 
(Mr. Graves)? 

The speaker said there was an amendment, pend- 
ing to the amendment of the gentleman froin Ken- 
tucky, (meaning the proposition of Mr. Rice Gar- 
lund ). 

Mr. Davis. Has the amendment to the ameni- 
ment been recognised as legitimately before the 
house? Has it been read? 

The speaker said the clerk informed the chair 
that it had been read. 

[A discussion here arose as to points of order, in 
which several members participated, and muck 
confusion ensued.] 

Messrs. Briggs, Davis, of Indiana, Wise and 
Vanderpoel severally stated to the house their im- 
pressions as to the precise ordet and position of the 
various propositions which had been presented 
yesterday and to-day in relation ty the public print- 
ing. 

After which, Mr. Davis propounded the direct 
question, does the chair decide that it is in order 
to amend tiie proposition of the gentleman from 
Kentucky? 

Say spealzer decided that it was nol in order so 
0 ao. 

Mr. Venderpoel appealed from that decision. 

The rule of order was further debated by.anum- 
ber of gentlemen, when after some remarks from 
Mr. Wise, he moved the previous question, which 
was seconded by the house, and the main question 
was ordered to be pat. 

Mr. R. Garland asked the yeas and nays; which 
were ordered. 

And the question waa, ‘‘shall the decision of the 
chair stand as the judgment of the house?” 

And the roll having been called, there appeared, 
yeas 136, nays 71, 

So the decision of the chairs was sustained. 

The question before the bouse (under this judg- 
ment) being the amendment to the amendment, 
(as proposed by Mr. R. Garland) — 

Mr. Davis, of Indiana, took the floor, but yield- 
edto Mr. Briggs, on whose motion, the house ad« 





journed. 
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CHRONICLE. .__.- 
Albany. ‘The mayor of, Albany, in his inaugural, 


gives a sfatement of the liabilities and resougges of that | 


citv.. We subjoin the aggregate. - 
Permanent tonih: $349,500 00 
‘Temporary loans, 64,535 74 
$414,035 74 


Due the city, 402,883 42 
City property, 160,000 00 


Appendage to.a duel. It will probably be recollected 
that a few weeks since a duel took place near Talla- 
hassee, between gen. L. Read and a Mr. Allston, in 
which the latter was killed. We learn from the Bruns- 
wick, (Geo.) Advocate of the 14th inst that on the 5th 
inst. the general and Mr. Willis Allston, brother of the 
Pe met in the dining room of the principle hotel 
of Tallahassee, and that an affray took place between 
them, in which Mr. A. discharged two pistols at gen. 
R. the ball of one of which passed through his side, and 
then attacked and cut him severely with a bowie knife. 
Gen. R. was alive at the last accuunts, and expected to 
survive. How delightful this “chivalric” state of so- 
ciety, where you kiil one day and are killed_the next. 

[Pennsylvanian Jan, 23. 


Aroostook expedition. The total amount of the ex- 
penses of the Aroostook expedition, to December 20:h, 
(excepting the civil posse), is as follows: 

$90,081 42 


Pay of the troops, 
Quartermaster’s department, 136,683 97 
$226,765 39 


Bloodhounds in Florida. The Globe of Saturday 
says:— . ; 
The Florida papers announce the arrival of col. Fitz- 
atrick, from the island of Cuba, witha pack of blood- 
gee imported, as we understand, by the authori- 
ties of the territory. We have ascertained that the 
war department is only acquainted with the circum- 
stance through public rumor, and know nothing of the 
matter officially. It does not surprise us that the in- 
habitants of a country which has been so cruelly deso- 
lated, and where every hearthstone is sprinkled with 
blood, should resort to any imaginable means to pro- 
tect their families from the prowling and murderous 
savages. 


Cuba bloodhounds arrived! An officer of the army, 
says the Madisonian, just arrived in Washington from 
St. Augustine, reporis that a vessel with thirty-three 
bloodhounds had entered one of the ports of the penin- 
sula belore he left. 








Cairo, Illinois. The Messrs. Wright. of London, 
own the angle of land formed by the Ohio and Mis- 
sissippi, and on the point of which is Cairo, ‘They have 
sent out a million and a half of dollars to continue the 
improvements, and offer a loan of four millions to IIli- 
nois to complete her great central rail road, which is 
to terminate at Cairo. ; 


Canada. We regret to learn, says the Kingston, (U. 
C.) Chronicle of the 15ith, that sir George Arthur has 
resigned the government of this province. His excel- 
jlency, itis said, forwarded his resignation by the last 
trip of the Great Western, and which has been ac- 
cepted. 


Colder yet. Atsunrise this morning, says the Patriot 
of the 17th ult. the thermometer stood at two degrees 
above zero. The coldest morning this season, except 
that of the 2d ult. 

At Washington yesterday morning, the thermometer, 
‘in an exposed northern aspect,” wus down (0 zero. 

The thermometer at Elmira, N. Y. January 27th, 
was 23 degrees below zero. _ 

‘I'he Muntreal papers mention that Thursday the 16th, 
was the coldest day of the season—the thermometer at 
8 A. M. was at 22 below zero, and continued the same 
during the day. On Friday it was at 20. 


Earthquake, We learn that one of these convul- 
sions of the earth was sensibly feit in the vicinity of 


‘airfield, Herkimer county, on Friday last. 
ween " [A/bany Journal, 


Fire at Wilmington. We have the particulars to-day 
of the conflagrauon, which destroyed- 150 buildings, 
about one-third of the business part of the town. 

Tie fire commenced near the court hovse, which 
was destroyed, as were the two.squares N. W. and N. 
E. of it, except the Bank of Cape Fear, and two small 
houses north of it, and three brick buildings on the N. 
W. angle of the N. W. square. ; 

The offices of the Advertiser and Chronicle, the cus- 
tom house, the Clarendon and Reston’s heel, were 
burned. ‘The Juss, it is computed, will amount to 
$500,000. 


Flour trade. The demand for shipment to Europe 
has ceased, and there are now but a few iransactions 
for the home market and the West Indies. ‘The stock 
here is sinall, notwithstanding the inspections in De- 
cember reached upwards of ninety thousand barrels. 
‘T'he inspection for the year 1839 were nearly one mil- 
lion barrels. Prices in this market now range from 
$6 25 to $6 50a barrel, and in the interior from $2 75 
to $5. 

Lately there has been a good demand for corn, and 
nearly thirty thousand bushels purchased to send to 
England. Last week twenty thousand bushels were 


t ateixty cents a bushel for that puryose. 
ne [New York Herald. 


Florida. Lake Jackson, a body of water in the 
% 
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vicinity of ‘Tallahassee, Florida, several! miles in extent, 
is said to have entirely disappeared. 


Great cargo. The British ship Scotland cleared at 
Charleston last week for Liverpool, with 2,718 bales of 
cutton, weighing 900,000 Ibs. and 740 barrels of tur- 
pentine. 


General Jackson reached New Orleans the morning 
of the 8:h inst. from Vicksburg, accompanied by a mi- 
litary escort, and was received by an immense proces- 
sion of soldiery and citizens—himself riding, with his 
silver locks uncovered, in a barouche drawn by four 
white horses. Conducted to the cathedral, an oration 
was delivered; thence he passed the troops in review 
on the public square, and at night attended the Si. 
Charles theatre, which was crammed to excess, and 
where an anthem composed for the occasion was 
sung; and, also, Hail Cutumbia, by the whole compa- 
ny. ‘The veterans of ?i4 and’15 were out. The gene- 
ral was not able to go to the batile ground. 


Georgia. An unsuccessful attempt was made in the 
—— of Georgia, to repeal the private banking 
aw. 


Indiana. A bill to abolish imprisonment for debt, 
passed the Indiana house of representatives, on the 
6th instant, by a large majority. 


Massachusetts. ‘The Bay State Democrat of Thurs- 
day has the following: 

Aliright! The senate yesterday, as will be seen by 
our legislative report, accept@éd the majority report, de- 
claring judge Morton elected governor, by a vote of 
thirty-two toseven. Mr. Savage who made the mi- 
nority report voting for it. 

‘T'u-day, the house concurred with the senate in ac- 
cepting the report by a vote of 454 to 45. 

The election for councillors in Massachusetts has 
resulted in the choice of the whole whig ticket by more 
than 30 maygrity. The locos have the governor, and 
noihing else: 

Michigan. The hon. A. 8S. Porter, who, ere this is 
elected t@ the senate of the United States, from the 
state of Michigan, is a son of judge P-rter, of Niaga- 
ra Falls, and a brother of Peter B. Porter, jr. a popu- 
lar and efficient member of our own pak from 
the county of Niagara. [Albany Evening Jour. 

‘The Michigaa house of representatives completed * 
its Organization on the 8th inst. H. Acker was elect- 
ed speaker, and Mark Howard clerk. Parties in the 
house stands 26 whigs, 15 administration. 


Mississippi. Robert J. Walker has been re-elected 
a senator of the United States from the state of Mis- 
sissippi for six years from the 4th of March, 1841, 


when bis present term of service will expire. His ma- } 


jority in the joint bailot of beth branches of the legis- 
lature was 26, Mr. Prentiss having received thirty-seven 
out of the forty votes given against him. 

_ The new constitution of Mississippi prohibits the 
introduction of slaves into that state as merchandise or 
for sale. Under this provision the federal court at 
Jackson revently decided that all contracts for negroes 
brought into that state and sold since the Ist of May, 
1333, are null and void. This decision will effect ex- 
ab contracts to the amountof two millions of dol- 
ars. 


Mobile. The committee of relief, in Mobile, under 
date of the 4th inst. acknowledge the total receipts of 
moneys subscribed for the relief of the sufferers by 
the late fires in that city, to be $26,395 66. 


Nantucket. The sea-girt home of the whalemen, is 
in danger of being absorbed in the ocean. ‘The late 
gales came near blotting it out from the map with all 
its historic fame in the annals of heroic adventure.— 
‘Lhe Enquirer gays: 

What with seas and storms Nantucket has been al- 
most washed away! During the past months Boreas 
has raged so hornbly around us, that the tides have 
been iuglrer than at any time within the period of fifty 
vears. Consequently great inroads have been made 
upon our sand-bank in different parts of the island, 
though, fortunately what is taken from one part of it, 
is ouly carried to another., However, at Siasconset, 
such was the run upon the bank there, that it bas be- 
come necessary te remove the houses whjch stood 
upou it, to a greater distance from the margin; and 
that interesting haralet has been lost, forever, that very 
spot, no doubt, faithfully chronicled in the memory of 
many a loving pair, where, their first vows of affection 
were to each other plighted! Mr. Franklin Folger, it 
is said, was carried duwn the avalanche, and was, with 
much difficulty, rescued from his perilous situation.— 
A passage has also been cut through Brant Point and 
Smith’s Point, where the stump of a tree was laid bare, 
having probably been embedded there for many years. 
What will become of us? 

Add to this, the island is embargoed with ice, and 
all communion with the continent cut off. Whatis! 
worse, a thousand poor persons are suffering, as wood 
and coal are all exhausted. 


New York. The following is the estimate of expen- 
ditures of the city ef New York for the year 1840. 

“Bonds payable $1,423,460; water luan (Croton 
aqueduct) $2,200,000; charges on arrears of assess- 
ments $10,000; do. do. taxes $10,000; cleaning docks 
and slips $25,000; regulating and paving streets, sew- 
ers, &c. $225,000; ducks and slips $10,000; fire com- 
missioners $4,000; interest on opening and regulatin 
sirecis $10,000; liens on lots $2,000; fencing lots $2,000; 
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streets opening $270.000; water pipes $60,000; interest 
on water loan 340,000; wells and pumps $18,000; pub- 
lic schvols $95,590; Jevying tax $13,000; errors and de- 
Iinquencies $500; alms house $250,000; board of healtl, 
$6.000; commutation of alien passengers $200; coro- 
nei’s fees $5,000; contingencies $23,000; courts $35,U00; 
charities $6,000; cleaning streets $140,000; street ex- 
penses $50,000; elections $7,000; fire department 
$46,000; house of refuge 4,000; house of detention, 
Hariem, $500; interest $150,000; intestate estates 
1,800; justices’ courts $16,000; lands and places 
$13,000; lamps and gas $120,000; markets, for repairs 
and salaries, $24,000; mayoralty fees $100; public re- 
servoir $5,000; penalties $3,000; police $33,000; printing 
and stationery $24,000; repairs and supplies $16,000; 
real estate $1,500; roads and avenues $35,000; watch 
$234,000; salaries $55,000; tavern and excise licenses 
$1,500. 

The bonds and the water loan of the above may be 
regarded as extraordinary; they amount to $3,623,460. 

Chere is an item of $24,000 for printing and sta- 
tionery. They must pay for their printing in New York, 
and wse stationery, to come to such a sum. 

The whole amount is $6,031,150 

Deduct loans and bonds, 3,623,460 


Current expenses for ordinary purposes, $2,467,690 


Ohio. The Democratic convention of Ohio (Thos. 
L. Hamer, president), met at Columbus on the 8th 
January, on the public square in the snow. They re- 
assembled next morning in the theatre. They have 
nominated Wilson Shannon, for re-election as gover- 
nor. ‘They recommend a national convention to meet 
at Baltimore on the 5th May, and they recommend 
Martin Van Buren and R. M. Johnson fur re-nomi- 
nation, 


_ Population ef Ohio. The official census last spring, 
is completed. ‘The white male population alone, over 
the age ot 21, is 291,132 souls. 


Pennsylvania. The Philadelphia North American, 
of yesterday says: 

The meeting of the stockholders of the Schuylkill 
bank was held yesterday. We learn that the staie- 
ment submitted to them showed a surpus of near 
$60,000 tor the stockholders, after payi..g all their 
debts, leaving the Kentucky bauk out of the question. 
Another petition has been presented to the legisiature, 
praying tor the appointment of a board of directors.— 
As matiers now stand, the interests of stockholders 
are much jeoparded, as the present board declines tak- 
ing any step which may involve them in personal re- 
sponsibility. 

‘he medical department of the university of Penn- 
sylvania contains about 450 students—exceeding that 
ot any former class within the last twelve years. 


Shipwreck and loss of life. We yesterday copied a 
report of the loss of the brig Herald, vt Buston, for Cal- 
cutta. It turns out to liave been the ship Harold, 
Howes, from Caleutia. 

The boston papers of yesterday say she was destroy- 
ed by fire at sea, Oct. 26, lat. 4 30, S.; long. 26 25, W. 

Five persons, Mr. Henry Parkman, (grand son of 
the late Henry Parkman, esq.) of Boston; one of the 
supercargues; Mr. Llenry Erving, of Boston; Bell, 
of New Hampshire, (sun of gov. Bell), passengers; 
Mr. Samuel P. Nash, first officer, of Boston, and one 
seaman, were drowned. 

Capta:‘n Howes, Mr. Wm. Austin, another super- 
cargo, Mr. Blunt, 2d officer, and 14 others, with the 
rest of the crew, afier being seven days in the long 
boat, landed at a place about 20 miles north of Per- 
nambuco, tv which place they proceeded, and thence 
Mr. Austin, under Nov. 5, wrote to his brother in 
this city, via Liverpool and New York. 

The luss of property by the Harold is estimated at 
$111,000, which is fully insured in Buston. __ 

‘lhe cargo consisted of saltpetre, indigo, hides, &c. 


Steamboat decision. A decision, which may be im- 
portant to the owners of steamboats and the wre velling 
public generally, was lately made by the court at Wal- 
do, Maine. A man ona passage from Buston to Port- 
land refused to pay his fare, and was detained on the 
voat for nearly an hour atter her arrival. ‘I'he action 
was brought tor false imprisonment. ‘I'he jury return- 
ed a virdiet of one doilar damages and twenty-tive cents 
cost aguinst the captain of the buat. 


Texas. Letters from New Orleans bring information 
that cul. Bee has been appointed minister to the United 
States trom the republic of ‘Texas, vice general Dun- 
lap. Col. Bee, it will be recollected, was the minister 
deputed from ‘I'exxs to the republic of Mexico, but was 
not received by the latter. [Nat. Int. 


Gen. Washington’s opinion of profane swearing has 
often been quoted, but cannot be too often repeated. 
It is recorded in the orderly book of the army under 
command of Washington, dated at head quarters, in 
the city of New York, August 3, 1776; 

“'['he general is sorry to be informed that the foolish 
and wicked practice of profane cursing and swearing, 
a vice heretutore litle known in an American army, is 
growing into tashion—he hopes the officers wiil, by 
example as well as influence, endeavor to check it, 
and that both they and the mén will reflect that we can 
have liule hope of the blessing of heaven on our arms, 
if we insult it by impiety and folly; added to this, it 
is a vice so mean and low, without any temptation, 
that every man of sense and character detests and de- 
gpises it.” 
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